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AP GOV – ESAT MOCK CONGRESS 2014

Welcome to Capitol Hill for the _________ term of Congress!

[image: image1.jpg]



Congratulations on your recent election! All of your time spent campaigning and begging for campaign contributions from ______________ and ______________________ have paid off. Beyond the fabulous salary of $_______________/year, you’ll enjoy perks such as ______________________ , ___________________________ and ______________________. You’ll serve your __________________ by engaging in _______________________, ____________________________, and ________________________________. Most critically to the nation, you will be engaging in policymaking. Congress in convening in Washington DC for a session next week and you need to be ready with proposed legislation (_________________). 
Mock Congress – Accessing Prior Knowledge and Frontloading (Fri. 3/28 in class)
1. Draw a detailed diagram to demonstrate the process by which a bill becomes a law. Include any key players and formal and informal processes along the way. Underline all key terms.
                                                     Friday, 3/28: Role Selection for 
                                                                   LEADERSHIP IN THE HOUSE AND PARTY IDEOLOGY

The real House of Reps has __________ members who serve _________ year terms with _______ term limits. Our Mock House has _________ members. Just like in the current House, the party in power is the  _____________________ party.

Role: ______________________________________________



1.
Chosen by the ________________ party members of the House to preside (supervise) over it



2.
Appoints select and conference committees.



3.
Appoints House ____________________ Committee members and its chairman.



4.
Assigns _________ to standing committees to be revised before full House action.



5.
Third in the line of succession for presidency after V.P.


6.
Influences agenda of the House


7.
Also possesses informal powers, e.g., access to media.
Role: ______________________________ and ____________________________ (2)


1.
Partisan positions chosen by party members.



2.
Floor leaders and legislative strategists.


Role: ______________________________ and ____________________________ (2)


1.
Assistant floor leaders.


2.
Inform party leaders on "mood" of House.



3.
Keep nose count on important votes.



4.
Persuade party members to vote with party.



5.
Liaison between party leadership and rank and file membership.

Role:                                                          Committee (5)

1.
Sets legislative calendar (agenda) – “traffic cop” of the House

2.
Issues rules for debate and amendment (__________ rule allows amendments to bills; ____________ rule does not allow for amendments. Closed rule is usually used on ________ (tax) bills.)

________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Party Ideology
	Republicans
	Democrats

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	


                                                               Friday, 3/28: Role Selection for
                                                                   COMMITTEE ASSIGNMENTS
For the purposes of our Mock Congress, we will have the following standing committees, which are actual committees in the real House. Just like in the real House, each House member will serve on several committees. In the real House, it is ___-___ committees. For our Mock Congress, you will serve on ____ House committees.
	Name of Standing Committee:
House Rules Committee

	Name of Standing Committee:

House Ways and Means Committee

	Name of Standing Committee:

Education and the Workforce Committee
	Name of Standing Committee:

Energy and Commerce Committee
	Name of Standing Committee:

Homeland Security Committee
	Name of Standing Committee:

Transportat-ion and Infrastructure Committee
	Name of Standing Committee:
Science, Space, and Technology Committee
	Name of Standing Committee (class choice from http://www.house.gov/committees/):


	Committee Chairman:


	Committee Chairman:
	Committee Chairman:
	Committee Chairman:
	Committee Chairman:


	Committee Chairman:


	Committee Chairman:


	Committee Chairman:



	Rank and File Members of the Committee:


	Rank and File Members of the Committee:
	Rank and File Members of the Committee:
	Rank and File Members of the Committee:
	Rank and File Members of the Committee:
	Rank and File Members of the Committee:
	Rank and File Members of the Committee:
	Rank and File Members of the Committee:


Notes: 
· Each committee must have a leader from the majority party and most of the committee’s members must also be of the majority party (just like in the real House). Did we adhere to these requirements?
· Each representative in our Mock Congress must serve on 3 committees. Did you sign up for 3 committees?
2. What are your assigned roles thus far in this simulation process? Do you have any specific leadership roles? Which standing committees will you serve on in our Mock House? What types of duties will you be expected to perform in the policymaking process? With whom will you be interacting while Congress is in session?
3. As a Republican or Democrat, which political/ideological principles do you stand behind? (Examples: Are you a conservative who wants to cut taxes, reduce the scope of government, crack down on criminals, etc.? Are you a liberal who supports the expansion of social welfare programs, wants to extend amnesty to illegal immigrants, etc.?) Remember, you are role playing, so you do not have to hold true to your own personal beliefs!
4. What is the purpose/function/focus of the standing committees you’ve been assigned to? Use http://www.house.gov/committees/ as a resource. 
	Committee #1:
	Committee #2:
	Committee #3:



	
	
	


5. Research and brainstorming time! Use http://www.house.gov/committees/ as a resource. Jot down three societal/governmental concerns that each of your standing committees might have that you would be interested in writing a bill about.

	Committee #1:
	Committee #2:
	Committee #3:

	1.

2.

3.


	1.

2.

3.


	1.

2.

3.




Simulation Task                           -------- Friday, 3/28 Criteria for Success --------                                               Total pts.
	Preparation: Completion of reading notes, Accessing Prior Knowledge, & Frontloading 
	Did you complete and have in hand reading notes for Chapters 12 and annotated Crash Course on Congress?
	Did you create a detailed and accurate diagram to demonstrate how a bill becomes a law?
	Do your responses to frontloading questions 2 and 3 fully demonstrate your understanding of the requirements of your assigned roles for the simulation?
	Do your responses to frontloading questions 4 and 5 fully demonstrate your understanding of the standing committees and policies on which you will be working? 
	


Mock Congress – How to Write a Bill (Fri. 3/28 in-class and homework due Fri. April 4th)
After researching and brainstorming, you will draft 2-3 bills that are appropriate to your assigned committees. The bills must be typed, written in complete sentences, formatted properly, printed (at least 3-5 hard copies of each) and contain the following elements:

	Title: Give your bill a descriptive title.
Subject: Add a one or two sentence description of the bill.
Number: Assign your bill a 4-digit number. (Bills are normally assigned a sequential number.)
Section 1: Definition of important terms.
Section 2: Explain the bill’s purpose. (Defend why we need this bill. Be sure to cite at least one piece of research or factual evidence to defend why this bill is necessary. Describe who will be targeted by the bill.)
Section 3: Describe the provisions of your bill. (In other words, what are the various pieces of your bill?)
Section 4: Insert “pork” if you so desire. (Don’t know what this is? Look up pork barrel legislation!)
Section 5: Add a Penalty Clause. What will be the punishment if someone violates a provision of your bill after it is turned into law? (This step may not be necessary for some bills, depending on the topic).
Section 6: Add an Appropriations Clause. Which department of the bureaucracy will be providing funding for your bill? How will the financial aspect of this proposed law be funded?
Section 7: Add an Enactment Clause. (“Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States of America in Congress, that this bill will be enacted on…(insert date)).



Notes:

· Sample bills will be available for you to examine. 
· Your 2-3 drafted bills will be due in hard copy on Friday, April 4 (3-5 printed copies of each). Each should be 1-2 pages in length.
Simulation Task                         ---------- Friday, 4/4 Criteria for Success ----------                                                Total pts.
	 Drafts of bills (Please note: failure to complete this step will result in inability to participate in Day 1 of simulation, resulting in a Z assessment grade)
	Did you type 2-3 complete bills, write in complete sentences, and follow the proper formatting demonstrated by the sample bill? Were your bills printed in hard copy and submitted during class on Fri. 4/4?
	Do your bills address real problems in society and propose logical solutions to fix the problems?
	Did you write bills that reflect your assigned committee topics and political ideology? In other words, are the bills pertinent (relevant) to your committee and are your positions true to your role-playing ideology?
	Did you include relevant research and accurate facts to support the necessity for your bills? Were your sources of information cited?
	


Mock Congress Day 1 – House Standing Committee Work (Monday, 4/7 in class)
Steps for Committee Work:

1. Each Committee Chairman will decide and announce the time frame (within the 2 hour class period) when the committee will meet. (Note: Some committee members will be double or triple booked and therefore may not be able to make the meeting on time. This happens in the real Congress too!)

2. The Committee Chairman decides who will present their bill first. 

3. Each person on the committee will have the opportunity to present their bill to the committee. 
4. For each bill, the committee members shall consider and pose the following questions to the presenting representative:

a. Is this bill necessary?

b. Will the public approve of this idea? How many and what types of people will this bill benefit?
c. Is this bill a good use of taxpayer money? Can you rationalize the amount being spent to the public? Will it require the government to raise taxes?

d. Do the members of this standing committee support the idea?

e. Will this bill get bipartisan support?
f. Is the whole House likely to accept this idea?

g. Will the bill get the support of the Senate? What about the President?

h. What will it take to implement this bill if it turns into law? 

i. Any other reasons you think this bill needs to “die” or be amended?

5. The committee will vote on the one bill they want to keep and pass on to the full House floor debate. (Think: If your own committee does not believe in your bill, how can you convince the rest of the House, Senate, President, or general public to accept it? Thus, most bills will die in the committee process. Additionally, a bill could be pigeonholed – ignored and postponed indefinitely – unless a discharge petition is used to get it out of committee and to the floor.)

6. By majority vote, the committee can decide to amend (make changes to) the bill. During the mark-up session, earmarks are often added to the bill by various members of the committee.
7. You may do further research on the bill and meet with lobbyists who want to influence the legislation.

8. You may also contact the president herself or her White House staff to ask if the Chief Executive will extend her support to this bill.
Simulation Task                     ---------- Mon 4/7 Criteria for Success ----------                                                         Total pts.
	Assessment: Participation in simulation of committee work and bill defense and editing – Day 1


	Did you present and defend your drafted bills to your committees? 
	Did your committees follow all of the “Steps for Committee Work”? 
	Did you actively participate in discussions and revisions of the bills presented in your committees?
	Did your committees each design 1 well-written and revised bill to present to the House Rules Committee? 
	


Mock Congress Post-lesson Reflection Day 1 (Monday 4/7)
(Use and underline relevant AP Government key terms whenever possible!)
1. Explain today’s class activities. What specifically happened within each of your standing committees? 
	Committee #1:
	Committee #2:
	Committee #3:



	
	
	


2. Identify and explain your specific roles in the policymaking processes today.
3. Explain any challenges, interesting revelations (A-ha! Moments), or enlightened understandings you have about the way Congress, specifically the House of Reps, works as a result of today’s activities.

4. What questions or areas of confusion do you currently have in regards to standing committees and policymaking in the House of Representatives? What steps can you take to remedy these areas of confusion?
Simulation Task                     ---------- Mon. 4/7 Criteria for Success ----------                                                        Total pts.
	Assessment: Post-lesson reflection – Day 1


	In your reflection, did you demonstrate an accurate understanding of the day’s simulation activities?
	In your reflection, did you thoroughly describe your roles and interactions with other members of our mock Congress?
	In your reflection, did you identify challenges, revelations, misconceptions, and honestly report out any remaining areas of confusion you may have?
	Did you use and underline relevant AP Government key terms in your descriptions of the day’s simulation activities?
	


Mock Congress Day 2 - House Floor Debate (Wed. 4/9)
1. Agenda determined by House Rules Committee and influenced and led by Speaker of the House.

2. Floor action is limited in time and nature by House Rules Committee.

3. Purpose of floor action is to debate and vote on bill to see if a majority will approve the bill.

Simulation Task                     ---------- Wed. 4/9 Criteria for Success ----------                                                         Total pts.
	Assessment: Participation in simulation – Day 2


	During floor debate, did you honor the rules and expectations laid out by Mrs. Tsai and your House leaders?
	Did you demonstrate an accurate understanding of the rules and procedures for floor debate and voting procedures in the House of Representatives?
	Did you actively engage in debate of the bills presented to the full House? Did you ask clarifying questions of the presenters to make them explain and defend their bill?
	Did your participation as a congressional leader, party member, committee chairman, etc. contribute to the overall lawmaking process by actively promoting, compromising on, or trying to stop a bill? 
	


Mock Congress Post-lesson Reflection Day 2 (Wed. 4/9)

(Use and underline relevant AP Government key terms whenever possible!)

1. Explain today’s class activities. What specifically happened during full House floor debate and voting procedures? 

2. Identify and explain your specific roles in the process today.

3. Explain any challenges, interesting revelations, or enlightened understandings you have about the way Congress, specifically floor debate, works as a result of today’s activities.

4. What questions or areas of confusion do you still have in regards to committees, floor debate, or Congressional policymaking in general?

Simulation Task                     ---------- Wed. 4/9 Criteria for Success ----------                                                         Total pts.
	Assessment: Post-lesson reflection – Day 2


	In your reflection, did you demonstrate an accurate understanding of the day’s simulation activities?
	In your reflection, did you thoroughly describe your roles and interactions with other members of our mock Congress?
	In your reflection, did you identify challenges, revelations, misconceptions, and honestly report out any remaining areas of confusion you may have?
	Did you use and underline relevant AP Government key terms in your descriptions of the day’s simulation activities?
	


        Friday, 4/11: Role Selection for 
                                                                   LEADERSHIP IN THE SENATE AND PARTY IDEOLOGY

The real Senate has __________ members who serve _________ year terms with _______ term limits. Our Mock Senate has _________ members. Just like in the current Senate, the party in power is the  _____________________ party.

Role: ______________________________________________

1. Presides over Senate.
2. Breaks ties.

Role: ______________________________________________

1. Presides over Senate if VP is absent.

2. Breaks ties.

Role: ______________________________ and ____________________________ (2)



1.
Partisan positions chosen by party members.



2.
Floor leaders and legislative strategists.


Role: ______________________________ and ____________________________ (2)



1.
Assistant floor leaders.



2.
Inform party leaders on "mood" of Senate.



3.
Keep nose count on important votes.



4.
Persuade party members to vote with party.



5.
Liaison between party leadership and rank and file membership.
________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Party Ideology

	Republicans
	Democrats

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	


Note: Because you will already be VERY familiar with standing committee work from our House simulation, we are skipping committee work in the Senate. It is important for you to know though that committee work is the bulk of the work that takes place in both houses of the legislature. Also, bills can be initiated in either house – the only exception being revenue (tax) bills which must start in the House (in the Ways and Means committee) and then go to the Senate.

Mock Congress Day 3 - Senate Floor Debate, Conf. Committee, Presidential Signing or Veto (Fri. 4/11)

Senate floor action:
1. Agenda determined by Senate Majority Leader (working with Senate Minority Leader)

2. Senate has unlimited debate; allows filibusters (talking bill to death). These are especially effective at end of a term of Congress.  Even threat of a filibuster is effective. It can be ended by 3/5 vote of cloture.  
3. Only Senate allows non-germane amendments ("riders"). Omnibus ("Christmas tree")bills can result.

4. Senate allows any member to place a hold on a bill or nomination from the president.  

a. Not in the Constitution, but another example of a Senate tradition.  In the past, this was a temporary delay so that, for example:  1) a Senator could have more time to consider a bill, or 2) a Senator who was going to be absent when a bill was considered would request that the bill be delayed until he returned.

b. Use has been expanded in 90s as a tactic to kill bills and especially judicial nominations.

c. Can be used anonymously.

5. Purpose of floor action is to debate and vote on bill to see if a majority will approve the bill. (If it has already been passed by House of Reps, which for the purposes of our Mock Congress it already will so it will then go to Conference Committee. It is important to know that the process can take longer in the Senate due to unlimited debate and filibuster, so both houses do not usually work at the same pace.) 

Conference committee action:  comprised of members from both houses, a temporary conference committee reconciles different House-Senate versions of a bill, and then sends it back to each house for a vote.  Basically another “third house of Congress.”

Presidential action. The president has the following options:

 - Sign the bill in full. Bill becomes a law.


 - Veto the bill in full ---> can be overridden by 2/3 vote in both houses.


 - Ignore the bill. After 10 days of sending bill to the President, the bill automatically becomes law.


    If, however, within that 10-day period, Congress adjourns (not recesses), the bill is


    pocket-vetoed and does not become law.

 - An outdated option (no longer legal): Congress gave the president a line item veto in the mid-90s; however, this was struck down in Clinton v. NY (1998) as a violation of separation of powers – in effect, use of the line item veto would have enabled the president to legislate, a function reserved only for Congress.  However, most governors still do have the power of the line item veto.

Simulation Task                     ---------- Fri. 4/11 Criteria for Success ----------                                                         Total pts.
	Assessment: Participation in simulation – Day 3


	During floor debate, did you honor the rules and expectations laid out by Mrs. Tsai and your Senate leaders?
	Did you demonstrate an accurate understanding of the rules and procedures for floor debate and voting procedures in the Senate?
	Did you actively engage in debate of the bills presented to the full Senate? Did you ask clarifying questions of the presenters to make them explain and defend their bill?
	Did your participation as a Senate leader, party member, committee chairman, etc. contribute to the overall lawmaking process by actively promoting, compromising on, or trying to kill a bill?
	


Mock Congress Post-lesson Reflection Day 3 (4/11)

(Use and underline relevant AP Government key terms whenever possible!)

1. Explain today’s class activities. What specifically happened during Senate floor debate, voting procedures, and the fate of our proposed legislation? 

2. Identify and explain your specific roles in the process today.

3. Explain any challenges, interesting revelations, or enlightened understandings you have about the way Congress works as a result of today’s activities.

4. What questions or areas of confusion do you still have in regards to floor debate in the Senate, Conference Committee action, presidential vetoes, or Congressional policymaking in general?

Simulation Task                     ---------- Fri. 4/11 Criteria for Success ----------                                                        Total pts.
	Assessment: Post-lesson reflection – Day 3


	In your reflection, did you demonstrate an accurate understanding of the day’s simulation activities?
	In your reflection, did you thoroughly describe your roles and interactions with other members of our mock Congress?
	In your reflection, did you identify challenges, revelations, misconceptions, and honestly report out any remaining areas of confusion you may have?
	Did you use and underline relevant AP Government key terms in your descriptions of the day’s simulation activities?
	


