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HOW TO FRQ YOUR WAY TO A 5
Writing an FRQ is not a race. You have 25 minutes per prompt. 

Take advantage of the generous time limit and use this guide as a reference.

☐ RUTO the prompt. 

____ Read 

____ Underline the command verbs and important parts

____ Turn it into a question (if you need to understand the prompt better)

____ Outline your response 
☐ Do NOT write a thesis statement or introductory paragraph.
☐ Write in complete, thorough sentences. Pretend the reader knows nothing about this topic  

        and has not read the prompt.
☐ Label each part of your response with a letter and/or number (as you would in an outline).
☐ Cater your response to the command verbs in the prompt: 
Identify: List (usually a key term). This can usually be done in a sentence of two.  
Prompt Example:  Identify one public policy which demonstrates a change in federalism since 1994.
Define:  Write the meaning of a key term.  

Prompt Example:  Define fiscal federalism.
Describe:  Give an account of a phenomenon or subject that demonstrates your understanding. Include details about who, what, when, where, why as appropriate.
Prompt Example:  Describe two ways in which federalism has changed since the 1970s.
Explain:   Demonstrate understanding of, make clear with details, tell how something works, give reasons for why something is happening, or provide causes for something occur. Relevant evidence (i.e. facts or reference to historical events) makes an explanation much stronger.  
Prompt Example:  Explain two reasons why federalism shifted from dual federalism to cooperative federalism in the 1930s.
Compare:  Provide a specific statement that connects two terms and explains how they are similar or dissimilar.
Prompt Example: Compare cooperative federalism to devolution.

☐ Complete the circle. In English, you learned this as Link. Make sure you explicitly connect 
        back to the prompt.
☐ Re-read the prompt.
☐ Proofread your response to ensure that you fully and accurately responded to the prompt.
         AP Gov FRQ College Board Rubric: Pinnacle Conversion

AP Gov FRQ prompts are broken down into 4-9 parts/points each. Each command that is given to you in the prompt is worth 1 point. Since the AP 4-9 point rubric does not fit nicely into the Pinnacle 4 point grading system we are using this year, I am providing you with a conversion chart for so that you may better understand your scores and what they would mean on an AP test.

	Possible Points in FRQ (
	4 pt. FRQ


	5 pt. FRQ


	6 pt. FRQ


	7 pt. FRQ


	8 pt. FRQ


	9 pt. FRQ



	CB: Pinnacle

Conversion
	N/A
	N/A
	N/A
	N/A
	N/A
	9 = 4.0

	CB: Pinnacle

Conversion
	N/A
	N/A
	N/A
	N/A
	8 = 4.0
	8 = 3.3

	CB: Pinnacle

Conversion
	N/A
	N/A
	N/A
	7 = 4.0
	7 = 3.3
	7 = 2.6

	CB: Pinnacle

Conversion
	N/A
	N/A
	6 = 4.0
	6 = 3
	6 = 2.4
	6 = 1.8

	CB: Pinnacle

Conversion
	N/A
	5 = 4.0
	5 = 2.9
	5 = 2.1
	5 = 1.6
	5 = 1

	CB: Pinnacle

Conversion
	4 = 4.0
	4 = 2.7 
	4 = 1.8
	4 = 1.5
	4 = 1.0
	4 = 1

	CB: Pinnacle

Conversion
	3 = 2.4
	3 = 1.5
	3 = 1
	3 = 1
	3 = 1
	3 = 1 

	CB: Pinnacle

Conversion
	2 = 1
	2 = 1
	2 = 1
	2 = 1
	2 = 1 
	2 = 1

	CB: Pinnacle

Conversion
	1 = 1
	1 = 1
	1 = 1
	1 = 1
	1 = 1 
	1 = 1


( Any Pinnacle FRQ grade of 2.7 or above is considered Proficient/Advanced and means that you are currently demonstrating knowledge of concepts which could lead to an AP exam score of 4 or 5.
:/ Any Pinnacle FRQ grade between 2.6-2.0 is considered “not proficient” which means that you need to: 1. review the rubric of possible answers and 2. complete metacognition in order to increase your proficiency.
( Any Pinnacle FRQ grade below 2.0 is considered “not passing” and means that you are currently performing at a level that would not predict success on an AP exam. You need to: 1. re-read your notes and resources, 2. review the rubric, and 3. complete metacognition in order to increase your proficiency.
IF YOU ARE UNCLEAR ABOUT WHAT WOULD COUNT AS A CORRECT RESPONSE TO AN FRQ (OR WHY YOU DID NOT RECEIVE A POINT), PLEASE DO NOT HESITATE TO ASK MRS. TSAI FOR A RUBRIC AND/OR EXPLANATION.
