
Name:
Pd:
AP Government – Unit 2 (Ch. 6, 8, and 11) Study Guide
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 Mastery Questions, Hippocampus, and Practice FRQs

Due on day of Unit 2 Exam, Tuesday, Oct.1
Regarding Unit 2 material, from College Board:

Individual citizens hold a variety of beliefs about their government, its leaders, and the U .S. political system in general; taken together, these beliefs form the foundation of U.S. political culture. It is important for students to understand how these beliefs are formed, how they evolve, and the processes by which they are transmitted (political socialization). Students should know why US citizens hold certain beliefs about politics (ex: lack of trust in gov) and how families, schools, and the media act to perpetuate or change these beliefs.  Understanding the ways in which political culture affects and informs political participation is also critical. For example, students should know that individuals often engage in multiple forms of political participation, including voting, protest, and mass movements. Students should understand why individuals engage in various forms of political participation and how that participation may affect the political system. Finally, it is essential that students understand what leads citizens to differ from one another in their political beliefs and behaviors and the political consequences of these differences. To understand these differences, students should focus on the demographic features of the American population and the different views that people hold of the political process. They should be aware of group differences in political beliefs and behavior. Students should also understand how changes in political participation affect the political system.


Students should understand the mechanisms that allow citizens to organize and communicate their interests and concerns. Among these are political parties, elections, political action committees (PACs), interest groups, and the mass media. Students should examine the significance of the historical evolution of the U S. party system, the functions and structures of political parties, and the effects parties have on the political process. Examination of issues of party reform and of campaign strategies and financing in the electronic age provides students with important perspectives. A study of elections, election laws, and election systems on the national and state levels will help students understand the nature of both party and individual voting behavior. Treatment of the development and the role of PACs in elections and the ideological and demographic differences between the two major parties, as well as third parties, forms an important segment of this material. 


Students must also consider the political roles played by a variety of lobbying and interest groups (ACLU, NAACP, etc). Important features of this section of the course include an explanation for why some interests are represented by organized groups while others are not, and the consequences of this difference in representation. Students study what interest groups do, how they do it, and how this affects both the political process and public policy. Why are certain segments of the population able to exert pressure on political institutions and actors in order to obtain favorable policies?

Pinnacle Standards to be Addressed in Unit 2:

I. Political Beliefs and Behaviors

A. Political beliefs and behaviors of the American people come from many sources.

1. The student is able to examine the beliefs and ideologies that citizens hold about their government and its leaders.

2. The student is able to understand and articulate the political socialization process.

3. The student is able to analyze the nature, sources, influences, measurement, and consequences of public opinion. 

4. The student is able to analyze and evaluate the ways in which citizens vote and otherwise participate in political life.

5. The student is able to identify and understand factors, including demography, that influence citizens to differ from one another in terms of political beliefs and behaviors

II. Political Parties, Interest Groups, and Mass Media 

A. Political parties and elections play crucial roles in the American political process.

1. The student is able to explain the organization of political parties, functions of the major political parties, and third parties, and party objectives in the electoral process.

2. The student is able to trace the development and evolution of political parties and analyze their effects on the political process.

B. Interest groups and including political action committees (PACs) have increased their roles in politics and government over the past century.

1. The student is able to analyze the range of interests represented by interest groups and the activities of they take in advancing their political goals

2. The student is able to understand the unique characteristics and roles of PACs and SuperPACs in the political process

V. Public Policy

A. The process of developing and implementing public policy in the federal system involves many actors and agents.

6. The student is able to articulate the linkages between the policy process and    

political parties.

7. The student is able to articulate the linkages between the policy process and   

interest groups.

8. The student is able to articulate the linkages between the policy process and   

public opinion.

CHAPTER 6: Public Opinion and Political Action

Crash Course Book Correlation: Ch. 5 and 6
Ch. 6 Hippocampus and Mastery Questions
1. Define demography. What data have you studied regarding the demographics of America?

	Race
	Smallest group?
Largest minority?
Largest?

Fastest growing?

Most affluent?

Most college educated?

Most impoverished?

Predictions for future?
    Minority majority

Implications for politics?

	Age
	Fastest growing?
Implications for Social Security?

	Region
	Where is population shifting?
Implications for politics?


2. The above data is collected in the census, every _____ years. Why do we conduct the census? Why is it important for government and politics? 
3. How is the census connected to reapportionment? Draw images to represent reapportionment in contrast to redistricting.
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4. Based on the Hippocampus video on “Demographics”, which groups are most likely to show up at the polls? 

	Group
	Voter Turnout

	Age
	When 18 to 21 year olds received the right to vote with the ______ amendment in 1971, in the 1972 national elections, how did they vote compared to the rest of the electorate?



	Gender
	

	Residence – (Home owner or renter? Transient or permanent resident?)
	

	Race
	

	Education
	

	Socioeconomic Status
	

	Employment
	

	Political efficacy
	


5. Define political socialization. What are the main channels through which people are politically socialized? 
6. Based on the Hippocampus video “Polls and Polling”:

	What is public opinion and how is it measured?

	

	When was the first public opinion poll taken and by whom?

	

	What is the purpose of a public opinion poll?

	

	How are polls beneficial to politicians?

	

	What is an appropriate sample size for a US public opinion poll?

	

	What other sampling factors or methods should one consider when conducting a poll?

	

	What would lead to a sampling error? How can sampling error be reduced?

	

	What are the necessary elements to make a poll most accurate?

	

	What are the problems with polls, particularly exit polls?

	


7. What is political ideology? 

What are the factors affecting political ideology and, therefore, voting decisions in terms of gender, income, occupation, education, age, religion, ethnicity, geography, political party affiliation, etc? 
	Group
	Political Ideology 

	Women
	Liberal, tend to vote Democrat. (This is known as gender gap. Explain gender gap in your own words.)


	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	


8. Contrast the typical view of liberals and conservatives on at least 6 different public policy issues.

	Liberal
	Public Policy Issue
	Conservative



	
	Affirmative action

	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	


9. What is the most common form of political participation in the United States? What other types of political participation are there? (Use key terms).
10. Summarize the reasons the book gives for why people participate in politics—e.g., what are the factors or characteristics that correlate with political participation?
Chapter 6 – Political Ideology, Public Opinion, Socialization FRQs
FRQ#1

In policymaking, American liberals and conservatives express different policy preferences. These differences can be attributed to the theoretical and practical ideologies held by each.

A) Define political ideology. 

B) Explain one of the ways in which liberals and conservatives differ from each other in their beliefs about the scope of government.
C) Explain the ways that liberals and conservatives differ from each other in three of the following specific public policy areas:

- Military spending


- Education


- Environmental Policy


- Social Welfare Programs


- Death Penalty/Criminal Justice

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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FRQ #2 

Trust and confidence in government have declined in recent decades.

       A)  Identify three of the methods by which Americans can exercise political participation. 

       B)  Explain how two major events in US History from 1960-2000 have led to a decrease in trust 
       and confidence in the government. 

       C) Explain two specific consequences of the decline in trust and confidence in government on  

                the political participation of Americans. 

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Ch. 6 Documentary Notes:
Democracy in America:

	What? (Film Topic?)
	Why is this significant?
	As a result….

	
	
	

	
	
	


Constitution USA:
	What? (Film Topic?)
	Why is this significant?
	As a result….

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	


CHAPTER 8: Political Parties
Crash Course Book Correlation: Ch. 7
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Ch. 8 Hippocampus and Mastery Questions
1. Using the Hippocampus video  “The Functions of Parties in America” and your text, define political party and explain its major functions. How do political parties serve as linkage institutions?
2. Why do modern American political parties intentionally gravitate towards the center of the political spectrum?
3. What is the responsible party model?
4. Using the Hippocampus video “Organization of Parties” and your text, what is the nature of political parties at the various levels? How are parties organized – are they centralized or decentralized?
	Party-in-electorate
	Party organizations
	Party-in-government

	Definition:

_________________________

Party image 

Membership requirements:
	Definition:

________________________________________________________
Local parties

Party machines

Patronage

________________________________________________________
State party systems

Closed primary

Open primary

Blanket primary

________________________________________________________
National party organizations

National convention (Purpose? How often?)
National committee

National chairperson
	Definition:

___________________________

What role does a congressional caucus - i.e. Blue Dog Democrats – play as a sort of interest group within a political party- in-government?


5. Explain ticket-splitting and its consequences.

6. Using “Political Party Eras” on Hippocampus and your text, take notes on the various party eras in American history.
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7. Explain the history of the two major political parties in the U.S. Explain how our two major parties have changed in goals and supporters over time. 

	Democratic Party
	Republican Party

	
	


8. Using the Hippocampus video “Factors that Lead to Party Identification” and your text, what is party identification? 

What are the factors affecting partisanship and, therefore, voting decisions in terms of gender, income, occupation, education, age, religion, ethnicity, geography, political party affiliation, etc? 

	Group
	Common Political Party Identification

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	


9. What is the number 1 factor that predicts how a person will vote in an election? 
10. If someone is registered as an independent, what does this mean?
11. Using the Hippocampus video “Party Realignment and Dealignment” And your text, explain the differences/similarities between the following terms. Also add specific examples, time periods, and details for each. 

	Realignment
	

	Critical Elections
	

	Dealignment
	

	Divided Government
	


12. Why do we have a two-party system in the US? What is it about our system that has allowed for only two parties to successfully exist? What are the benefits and consequences of a two-party system?
13. What is a single-member district system? How does it affect elections and our two-party system?

14. Using the Hippocampus video “Third Parties” and your text, explain the impact of third parties on our political system and elections.
15. Contrast the winner-take-all and proportional representation systems used in US elections.

	
	

	
	


Chapter 8 – Political Parties FRQs: 

FRQ #1

The Democratic and Republican parties have gone through several realignments throughout their existence in American history. 

A) Define realignment. 
B) Identify and discuss one realignment in history for the Republican party.
C) Identify and discuss one realignment in history for the Democratic party. 
D) Explain the significance/effects of realignments for American politics. 
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________FRQ #2
The power of the political party has declined over the past fifty years. Defend this statement by defining the following three terms and explaining the phenomenon that have been occurring in the past several decades in regards to each of those topics:

a. Dealignment 
b. Political machine

c. National party convention 
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
FRQ #3
Third parties rarely win elections, however, their right to exist is guaranteed by our democratic system. Additionally, they can serve important functions within our society’s politics and elections.

a. Provide at least two examples to support the argument that third parties are important.

b. Explain three obstacles faced by third parties. 
c. Provide an example of a third party candidate that has played a role in changing the outcome of an election. 
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Ch. 8 Documentary Notes:
	What? (Film Topic?)
	Why is this significant?
	As a result….

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	


CHAPTER 11: Interest Groups

Crash Course Book Correlation: Ch. 8
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Ch. 11 Hippocampus and Mastery Questions
1. Define interest group and explain their roles in our American political system. . How do political parties serve as linkage institutions?
2. What are the three theories of interest group politics? 

	
	

	
	

	
	


3. Watch the Hippocampus video “Committees and the Iron Triangle” and take notes. What are 
the components of an Iron Triangle/Sub-government?
4. Review from Unit 1, Ch. 1: List at least 4 linkage institutions and define what a linkage institution is.

5. Review from Unit 1, Summer Reading: Summarize James Madison’s arguments about factions in Federalist 10. What does he say about factions? Can they be prevented? Can they be controlled? Are they more easily controllable in a large or small republic? How does this relate to our discussion of interest groups?
6. Which characteristics make an interest group successful?

	Size
	Actual vs. potential group
What is the free rider problem? 

How do interest groups try to overcome it to prevent potential members from benefiting from all collective goods but without joining the actual group?



	Intensity 
	

	Money
	


7. Describe at least 4 activities that interest groups engage in.

	Lobbying
	

	Litigation
	Class action lawsuits
Amicus curiae briefs

	Electioneering
	

	Going Public
	


8. True or False? The number of PACs are growing.
9. What are the rules regarding PAC donations to candidates? Why do they give money mostly to incumbent legislators? (Be sure you know that a lot of them donate money after campaigns are over). Do you believe PACS are helpful or hurtful to our government? 

10. What are the various types of interest groups? Give examples for each.

	Type
	Explanation
	Example of a real group

	Public interest lobby
	
	

	527 group
	- create issue advocacy ads to circumvent campaign finance laws

	

	unions
	- What is a union shop?
- What is a right to work law?
	

	PACs
	
	

	Business PAC
	
	

	Single issue interest group
	
	

	
	
	


Chapter 11- Interest Groups FRQs: 

FRQ #1:

While interest groups and political parties each play a significant role in the United States political system, they differ in their fundamental goals.

a. Identify the fundamental goal of interest groups in the political process.

b.  Identify the fundamental goal of major political parties in the political process.

c. Describe two different ways by which interest groups support the fundamental goal of political parties in the political process.

d. For one of the forms of support you described in (c), explain two different ways in which that form of support helps interest groups to achieve their fundamental goal in the political process.

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
FRQ #2
Interest groups use various techniques (actions, legal actions, etc) to pursue their policy goals. 

a. Define the four major actions or techniques that interest groups use to achieve their goals. 
b. For each of the following interest groups, explain the beliefs of the group and the technique that it has used to achieve its policy goals. 
- NAACP

- AARP

- ACLU

- NRA

- Christian Coalition

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
FRQ #3

[image: image7.png]Individuals often form groups in order to promote their interests. The Constitution contains several provisions
that protect the rights of individuals who try to promote their interests in a representative democracy.

(2) Explain two provisions in the Bill of Rights that protect individuals who try to influence politics.

(b) Interest groups engage in a variety of activities to affect public policy. Explain how each of the following s
used by interest groups to exert influence over policy.

« Grassroots mobilization
« Lobbying of government institutions
o Litigation
(¢) Describe one specific federal governmental regulation of interest groups.




________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Ch. 11 Documentary Notes:
Democracy in America:

	What? (Film Topic?)
	Why is this significant?
	As a result….

	
	
	

	The South Pasadena Freeway Fight

(a grassroots movement)
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