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AP GOV - Unit 3 Key Terms – Definitions and Examples

	Ch. 7 Key Term
	Definition in your own words
	Real Examples (Where have we seen this in class activities, documentaries, etc? What examples can you find online (i.e. images, cartoons, YouTube videos, etc?)
	Fun facts?

	Beats 
	
	
	

	Chains
	
	
	

	Electronic media
	
	
	

	High Tech politics
	
	
	

	Investigative Journalism
	
	
	

	Mass media
	
	
	

	Media event
	
	
	

	Narrowcasting
	
	
	

	Policy agenda
	
	
	

	Policy entrepreneurs
	
	
	

	Press conference
	
	
	

	Print Media
	
	
	

	Sound bites
	
	
	

	Talking head
	
	
	

	Trial Balloons
	
	
	

	Ch. 9 Key Term
	Definition in your own words
	Real Examples (Where have we seen this in class activities, documentaries, etc? What examples or data can you find online (i.e. images, cartoons, YouTube videos, opensecrets.org graphs etc?)
	Fun facts?

	501 groups 
	
	
	

	527 groups (in last unit’s key terms set)
	
	
	

	Campaign strategy
	
	
	

	Caucus
	
	
	

	Direct mail
	
	
	

	Federal Election Campaign Act (FECA)
	
	
	

	Federal Election Commission
	
	
	

	Frontloading
	
	
	

	Matching funds
	
	
	

	McGovern-Fraser Commission
	
	
	

	National Party Convention (in last unit)
	
	
	

	National primary 


	
	(These are proposals but do not happen in US)


	

	Nomination
	
	
	

	Party Platform
	
	
	

	Political Action Committees (also in last unit)
	
	
	

	Presidential Election Campaign Fund
	
	
	

	Presidential primaries
	
	
	

	Regional primaries
	
	(These are proposals but do not happen in US)

	

	Selective perception
	
	
	

	Soft money (vs. Hard Money)
	
	
	

	Superdelegates
	
	
	

	Ch. 10 Key Term
	Definition in your own words
	Real Examples (Where have we seen this in class activities, documentaries, etc? What examples or data can you find online (i.e. images, cartoons, YouTube videos, data, etc? What do you know from personal examples or APUSH/US History?)
	Fun facts?

	Civic duty 
	
	
	

	Electoral College
	
	
	

	Initiative petition
	
	
	

	Legitimacy
	
	
	

	Mandate theory of elections
	
	
	

	Motor Voter Act
	
	
	

	Policy voting
	
	
	

	Political efficacy (in last unit)
	
	
	

	Referendum
	
	
	

	Retrospective Voting
	
	
	

	Suffrage
	
	
	

	Voter registration
	
	
	

	Additional Unit 3 Key Term
	Definition in your own words
	Real Examples (Where have we seen this in class activities, documentaries, etc? What examples or data can you find online (i.e. images, cartoons, YouTube videos, data, etc? What do you know from personal examples or APUSH/US History?)
	Fun facts?

	Agenda setting 


	
	
	

	Associated Press
	
	
	

	Australian Ballot
	
	
	

	Buckley v. Valeo (1976)
	
	
	

	Citizens United Case
	
	
	

	Coattail effect
	
	
	

	Direct election
	
	
	

	Exit Poll (in last unit)
	
	
	

	Fairness Doctrine
	
	
	

	Feeding frenzy
	
	
	

	Fireside chats
	
	
	

	General election
	
	
	

	Horserace Journalism
	
	
	

	Independent expenditure
	
	
	

	Issue advocacy ads (in last unit)
	
	
	

	McCain-Feingold (BCRA) 2002
	
	
	

	Midterm Election (Congressional)
	
	
	

	Nonpartisan elections
	
	
	

	Office-column ballot
	
	
	

	Party-column ballot
	
	
	

	Photo opportunity
	
	
	

	Plurality
	
	
	

	Safe seat
	
	
	

	Single-member district
	
	
	

	Solid South
	
	
	

	Spin control
	
	
	

	Split-ticket voting (in last unit)
	
	
	

	Straight-ticket voting
	
	
	

	Super Tuesday
	
	
	

	Super PAC
	
	
	

	Swing state
	
	
	


