Name:
AP Government – Unit 3 (Ch. 7, 9, and 10) Study Guide

5–15% of course material and May 13, 2014 AP Exam
 Mastery Questions, Hippocampus, and Practice FRQs

Due on day of Unit 3 Exam, Fri. Nov. 1
Regarding Unit 3, from College Board:

“The media are a major force in U .S. politics. Students are expected to understand the role of the media in the political system. In addition, the impact of the media on public opinion, voter perceptions, campaign strategies, electoral outcomes, agenda development, and the images of officials and candidates should be explored and understood by students. Understanding the often symbiotic and frequently conflictual relationship among candidates, elected officials, and the media is also important. Students should be aware of the goals and incentives of the media as an industry and how those goals influence the nature of news coverage. They should also understand the consequences of the increasing concentration of major media outlets in fewer hands, as well as the growing role of the Internet.”


“Students should understand the mechanisms that allow citizens to organize and communicate their interests and concerns. Among these are political parties, elections, political action committees (PACs), interest groups, and the mass media. Examination of issues of party reform and of campaign strategies and financing in the electronic age provides students with important perspectives. A study of elections, election laws, and election systems on the national and state levels will help students understand the nature of both party and individual voting behavior. Treatment of the development and the role of PACs in elections and the ideological and demographic differences between the two major parties, as well as third parties, forms an important segment of this material.” 

Throughout this unit, you will be assessed on the following AP Standards:

II. Political Beliefs and Behaviors


A. Political beliefs and behaviors of the American people come from many sources.

4. (repeat from Unit 2) The student is able to analyze and evaluate the ways in  

      which citizens vote and otherwise participate in political life.

5. (repeat from Unit 2) The student is able to identify and understand factors, including demography,   

     that influence citizens to differ from one another in terms of political beliefs and behaviors.


III. Political Parties, Interest Groups, and Mass Media


A. Political parties and elections play crucial roles in the American political process.

1. (repeat from Unit 2) The student is able to explain the organization of political parties functions of the major political parties and  third parties and party objectives in the electoral process. 

3. The student is able to evaluate the expansion of voting rights, the changes to electoral laws, and the evolution of voting systems.

B. Interest groups and including political action committees (PACs) have increased their roles in politics and government over the past century.

2. (repeat from Unit 2) The student is able to understand the unique characteristics and roles of PACs and SuperPACs in the political process.

C. The mass media serves many important functions in American politics




                1. The student is able to evaluate the functions, structures, and impacts of the media on politics.


IV. Institutions of Government



C. The Executive Branch

3.  The student is able to evaluate the rationale for using the Electoral College as well as the effects of the Electoral College on presidential campaigns.

V. Public Policy

A. The process of developing and implementing public policy in the federal system involves many actors & agents.

9. The student is able to articulate the linkages between the policy process and  elections.
CHAPTER 7: Media
Crash Course Correlation: Ch.9
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Ch. 7 Mastery Questions
1.  Who are the mass media?
	Type of mass media
	When did it emerge?
	Example
	Significance/impact on politics (incl. campaigns)?

	Print media type:
	
	
	

	Print media type:
	
	
	

	Electronic media type:
	
	
	

	Electronic media type:
	
	
	

	Electronic media type:
	
	
	


2. What is the difference between broadcasting and narrowcasting? Provide specific examples of outlets for each. What has been the impact of each type upon politics?

	
	
	

	
	
	


3.  
	In what ways do the media influence public opinion? Provide specific examples.
	Provide evidence to support the following statement: “The mass media do not significantly influence public opinion.”

	
	


4. Who are the Associated Press? What is their role in the media?

5. Explain the symbiotic (mutually dependent) relationship between media and politicians (include examples “Journeys with George” and “War Room” in your explanation as well as press conferences, media events, photo opportunities, feeding frenzy, horserace journalism, investigative journalism, trial balloons, and spin control).

6. How has the relationship between the president and the media changed over the past century? Provide specific examples.

7. The average amount of air time that a presidential candidate has been given to talk uninterrupted on the TV news has: _____________________ (hint: think sound bites).
8. What has happened with the consolidation of media over time? (Inc. media chains) What are the possible implications of this? Considering that media is a linkage institution, how might this impact the policy agenda?
9. How might a policy entrepreneur use the media to spread their policy ideas?

10. Why is a talking head unappealing to viewers? 
11.  Why was the Federal Communications Commission created?  What are the many functions of the FCC (incl. the now-eliminated Fairness Doctrine)? 

12. Over time, there has been less coverage of _________________________________________ and more coverage of ___________________________________________________.
13. Older people are most likely to get their news from: ________________________________ (media source). In general, people of all age groups are most likely to get their news from: ___________________________.

14. Explain the role of high tech politics in Obama’s 2008 and 2012 campaigns. 
Ch. 7 Hippocampus.org Video Notes
	Media and Press Coverage
	


Chapter 7 FRQs
FRQ #1 2009 #4
[image: image2.png]Viewers’ Ages and Frequency of Viewing of Network Nightly
News: 1974 and 2002 Combined

1974 Frequently (%) Rarely (%)
18-29 45 13
3044 50 12
45-64 68 3
65 and older 71 5
2002 Frequently (%) Rarely (%)
18-29 19 2
3044 2 17
45-64 40 11
65 and older 53 3

Source: Martin Wattenberg, 2004, “The Changing Presidential Media Environment.” Presidential
Studies Quartely 34(3):557-572. Originally taken from the 1974 Natonal Electon Study and the
2002 Pew Center Media Study.

. One of the most important ways the news media influence politics is through agenda setting.
(2) Define policy agenda.
(b) Explain how the national news media engage in agenda setting.

(¢) Explain the primary reason the president tends to have an advantage over Congress in gaining media
attention.

(d) Consider the table above.
« Describe the difference in the viewing patterns of older and younger age-groups.
o Describe the change from 1974 to 2002 in viewing habits that exists for all age categories.

(¢) Given the information in the table, describe one implication for presidents in their use of the media to
promote their political and policy objectives to the American public.




____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

FRQ #2
The mass media greatly impacts the course of a president’s administration. Defend this statement by doing the following:

a. Define three of the terms below and explain each of their impact on the course of a presidential administration:

· Press conferences

· Fireside chats

· Sound bites

· Media event

b. Choose three of the Presidents below and explain how the media impacted his presidency.

· Nixon

· Kennedy

· Reagan 
· George H.W. Bush (Bush ’41, “Daddy Bush”)
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
CHAPTER 9: Primaries
Crash Course Correlation: Ch. 11, pg. 93-94, etc.
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Ch. 9 Mastery Questions
1. Contrast the differences between caucuses and primaries. Who participates? Where are they held? How has their usage changed over time?
	Caucus
	Presidential Primary election

	
	


2. What is the ultimate goal of a caucus or primary election?

3. As compared to the general population, voters in presidential primaries and caucuses tend to be:

4. The use of primaries/caucuses instead of the convention system in selecting presidential candidates results in elections being: (circle one) more democratic / less democratic because…..
5. Why does frontloading occur? Which states go first?
6. Why was the McGovern Fraser Commission created? Did it make the delegate selections process more or less democratic?
7. The use of superdelegates casting votes at the national party convention results in nominations being (circle one) more democratic / less democratic because…
8. Why is Super Tuesday so important to candidates?
9. Some critics of the American election system claim that the election process is too long and costly. One proposed alternative is to host regional primaries, similar to Super Tuesday, but where all of the states in one region would host their primary on the same day. How would this impact elections and voters?

10. Similarly, others have proposed that the US should have a national primary. How would this impact elections and voters?
11. List at least 3 purposes of the national party convention.

12. How is a party’s vice-presidential nominee chosen? 
13. What factors/elements must a candidate consider as part of their campaign strategy? (Incl. direct mail, war chest, swing states, members of their campaign team, etc.)
14. Explain the various campaign finance reforms and court cases over the past 4 decades. 

	Name & how it came about
	What was/is the rule/reform?
	Impact on elections

	FECA
	- limits on hard money
- Which type of elections does it impact?

	- Presidential and congressional candidates must report all received donations and campaign expenses to the FEC. 
- Presidential Election Campaign Fund check off $3 donation box on tax forms, thus presidential candidates from a party previously receiving more than 5% of votes in a major can receive matching funds from the government. But, here’s the catch: if a candidate accepts matching funds, they must agree to total campaign spending limits. 

	Buckley v. Valeo
	
	Candidates can give in unlimited amounts to their own campaigns
Independent expenditures (giving money for an election but not directly to or in consultation with a candidate or party) could not be limited


	McCain-Feingold (BCRA)
	Soft money (donated to a party) is banned

	Emergence of 527 groups who run issue advocacy ads


	Citizens United
	1st amendment rights extend to

	SuperPACs



15. What role do 501c3 groups play in electioneering?

16. Do you believe PACS are helpful or hurtful to our government?  Why do PACs exist? What is the rationale behind Political Action Committees?

Ch. 9 Hippocampus.org Videos
	Primaries, Caucuses, and the Conventions
Cost of Elections

Campaign Finance Reform

	


Chapter 9 FRQs
FRQ #1

Political action committees (PACs) attempt to influence national policymaking institutions.  Because of this, Congress has passed legislation to regulate PACs.  Nevertheless, PACs still have their defenders.

(a) Describe two regulations that Congress has passed in order to regulate PACs.

(b) Explain why Congress has passed each regulation that is described in (a).

(c) Describe two arguments used to justify the activities of PACs.

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
FRQ #2 2005 #4
[image: image4.png]‘The United States Congress has debated a variety of campaign finance reforms over the last decade.
‘The proposals debated have included the following:

Eliminating soft money

Limiting independent expenditures
Raising limits on individual contributions

() Select one of the listed proposals and do all of the following:

o Define the proposal.
o Describe an argument that proponents make in favor of the proposal.
o Describe an argument that opponents make against the proposal.

(b) Select a different listed proposal and do all of the following:

o Define the proposal.
o Describe an argument that proponents make in favor of the proposal.
o Describe an argument that opponents make against the proposal.
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CHAPTER 10: Elections
Crash Course Correlation: Ch. 6 and Ch. 11, pg. 94-96
Ch. 10 Mastery Questions

1. What are the functions and unique features of American elections? 
	
	How often do they occur?
	What % of voters 

participate?
	What’s on the ballot?
(Consider why we use an “Australian (secret) ballot”)
	How are they funded?

	Presidential/General Elections
	
	
	
	

	Presidential primaries or caucuses
	
	
	
	

	Congressional and/or midterm Elections
(Consider how the coattail effect could impact these)
	
	
	
	

	State-level elections
	
	
	Propositions:

- Initiative

- Referendum

What is a recall?

	

	Local elections
	
	
	Often nonpartisan

	


2. Some election ballots in the US are party-column while others are office-column. What is the difference between and impact of each?

3. How long do presidential campaigns in the United States typically last? How does this compare to other democracies?
4. Provide specific examples of how suffrage has expanded over time.

5. What are the common rules for voter registration in the U.S.? How can the voter registration requirement deter voters and thus negatively impact voter turnout?

6. What are the factors that can affect a citizen’s choice of whether or not to vote?  (Inc. political efficacy, civic duty, voter registration, exit polls, and more)
7. When 18 to 21 year olds received the right to vote in 1971, in the 1972 national elections, how did they vote compared to the rest of the electorate?
8. What was the intention of the Motor Voter Act? What was its impact?

9. What has been the general trend in voter turnout over the last few decades?
10. Interestingly though, the most common form of political participation in the United States is:  

11. How do Americans vote and what factors influence how they vote?  (Incl. policy voting, retrospective voting, straight-ticket, split-ticket voting, party identification, etc)
12. Which minority group voted most heavily Democratic in presidential elections from the mid-1960s to the 1990s?

13. Which federal government offices (President, Vice President, Supreme Court Justices, House of Representatives, Senators) do voters directly elect in elections in the United States?

14. How does the Electoral College work? How does it complicate the election process? 
15. How many electoral votes are there in the Electoral College? __________ How many electoral votes must a presidential candidate win to be named president?  ____________
16. What impact do each of the following linkage institutions have on the fourth linkage institution we have learned about: Elections?

	Political Parties
	

	Interest Groups
	

	Media
	


17. Create a character.  Note their age, income, education, race, religion, gender, sexual orientation, and occupation.  Based on data analysis, explain what your character may or may not find important in the upcoming election.  Who may they vote for and why?  What interest groups may they be a part of?  Be sure to include at least two references to data which can support your claim.  

Ch. 10 Hippocampus.org Video

	
	
	Incumbency


	House and Senate Elections


	The Electoral College


	
	General Elections


	
	


[image: image8.png]A significant feature of the electoral college is that most states have a winner-take-all system.
(a) Describe the winner-take-all feature of the electoral college.

(b) Explain one way in which the winner-take-all feature of the electoral college affects how presidential
candidates from the two major political parties run their campaigns.

() Explain one way in which the winner-take-all feature of the electoral college hinders third-party candidates.
() Explain two reasons why the electoral college has not been abolished.



Ch. 10 FRQs

FRQ #1 2007 #1
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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FRQ #2 2002 #4
[image: image6.png]In the last half of the twentieth century, voter turnout in federal elections has declined. During the same period,
voter turnout has been higher in presidential elections than in midterm elections.

(a) Identify two factors that have contributed to the overall decline in turnout in federal elections and explain
‘how each factor has contributed to the overall decline.

(b) Identify and explain two reasons why voter turnout has been higher in presidential elections than in midterm
elections.




____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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FRQ #3 2009 #2
[image: image7.png]In the United States political system, there are several linkage institutions that can connect citizens to
government. Elections constitute one such institution. Because of low voter tumout, elections represent an
imperfect method of linking citizens to their government. Even when there is low voter turnout, however, other
linkage institutions can connect citizens to government.

(a) Describe how cach of the following is related to the likelihood of voting.
o Age
«  Education

(b) Identify one current government electoral requirement that decreases voter turnout. Explain how it decreases
voter turnout.

(¢) Identify one linkage institution other than elections and explain two ways it connects citizens to government.
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(Don’t forget that winner-take-all requires a candidate to earn only a plurality of the votes in order to take all of a            ( state’s electoral votes!)
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