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Regarding Unit 6 material, from College Board:

Students must become familiar with the organization and powers, both formal and informal, of the major political institutions in the United States including the presidency and the bureaucracy. Students should understand that these are separate institutions sharing powers and the implications of that arrangement. The functions these institutions perform and do not perform, as well as the powers that they do and do not possess, are important. It is necessary for students to understand that power balances and relationships between these institutions may evolve gradually or change dramatically as a result of crises. Students are also expected to understand ties between the various branches of national government and political parties, interest groups, the media, and state and local governments.
Pinnacle Objectives for Unit 6:

IV. C. 1. The student is able to differentiate between the executive’s formal and informal powers and articulate the importance of each. 
IV. C. 2. The student is able to explain the significance of the White House staff and cabinet.
IV. C. 3. The student is able to evaluate the rationale for using the Electoral College as well as the effects of the Electoral College on presidential campaigns.

IV. D. 1. The student is able to explain the divisions of the bureaucracy and the differences between those divisions.
IV. D. 2. The student is able to trace civil service reform over the past two centuries.

IV. D. 3. The student is able to explain the reasons for and effects of bureaucratic pathologies.

V. A. 3. The student is able to explain the role of institutions in the enactment of policy.
V. A. 4. The student is able to understand the role of the bureaucracy and the courts in policy implementation and interpretation.
Crash Course Correlations:

Ch. 11 (93-106)
Ch. 12 (107-112)
Ch. 13 – Presidency
Crash Course Correlation: Ch. 11
Ch. 13 Mastery Questions
1. It is important to know the difference between and importance of the powers the president acquires from Art. II of the Constitution (formal) and which he has acquired over time (informal).
	Formal Powers of the President (ref. Art. II)
	Importance of Each

	pardon
reprieve

	


	Informal Powers of the President 
	Importance of Each

	
	


2. What factors or specific events throughout history have led to an expansion of presidential power? Why do some political scientists claim that the presidency has evolved into an “imperial presidency”?
3. What are the official duties of the Vice President?

4. What are the functions of the White House staff? How are they selected? What has happened to the White House staff over time?
5. What are the functions of the Cabinet departments and secretaries (or the Attny. General if you’re talking about the Justice Department)? How are they selected? What allows for the cabinet to exist? What has happened to the Cabinet over time?
6. Explain the following policymaking bodies of the Executive Office of the President:
	OMB
(Office of Management and Budget, created by the Budget and Accounting Act of 1921)
	

	NSC (National Security Council)
	

	CEA
(Council of Economic Advisors)
	


7. Why did the framers create the Electoral College? What effects does this have on presidential election campaigns?

8. What roles does the president play in the enactment of public policy? How does this change throughout his presidential term as a result of public approval ratings and/or the president’s relationship with the other branches?
9. Explain the various types of vetoes that can occur between the Executive and Legislative when it comes to passing or rejecting legislation.

	Veto
	

	Pocket-veto
	

	When the president does nothing with a bill after 10 days and Congress is still in session
	

	Veto override
	

	Line-Item Veto

(struck down as unconstitutional in Clinton v. City of NY (1998))

	

	Legislative veto
	


10. What impact do the presidential coattails have on members of Congress?
11. Explain mandate theory, which presidents have claimed a mandate, and why presidents like to use this to their advantage. In contrast, explain why political scientists dislike or disagree with mandate theory.

12. What are the checks and balances the president has when it comes to the other institutions?

President’s checks on the Bureaucracy


✓

✓
President’s checks on the Legislative Branch

✓

✓
President’s checks on the Judicial Branch

✓

✓
13. Conversely, how do the other institutions and groups check and balance the president?
Bureaucracy’s check on the president

✓
Legislative Branch’s checks on the president

✓Impeachment (How to initiate the impeachment process: _________________________________ .  

                   How to remove the president from office: ___________________________________________________.)

✓
✓

✓
✓

✓War Powers Resolution (What is it? Why is it so controversial and perhaps,          

                   unconstitutional?)
Judicial Branch’s check on the president

✓
Constituents’ informal checks on the president

✓

✓
✓

✓
14. President Richard “I’m Not a Crook!” Nixon famously attempted to claim executive privilege to avoid turning over the tapes of him discussing the Watergate Scandal. What is “executive privilege”? What did the Supreme Court rule in US v. Nixon (1974) with regards to the tapes? What did the court have to say about Nixon’s claims to executive privilege?
15. Define and explain the impact of each of the following amendments on the presidency.

	12th amendment
	
	

	20th amendment
	
	

	22nd amendment
	
	

	23rd amendment
	
	

	25th amendment
	
	


Hippocampus.org Video Notes

Ch. 13 – Executive Branch

	Qualifications and Qualities
	

	Rules and Contingencies
	

	Express Roles
	

	Traditional Roles and Special Powers
	

	Executive Offices and Staff 
	

	Presidential Management Models
	

	Approval Ratings and Public Perceptions
	


Ch. 13 FRQs

2009 #4
[image: image1.png]‘Viewers' Ages and Frequency of Viewing of Network Nightly
News: 1974 and 2002 Combined

1974 Frequently (%) Rarely (%)
1829 45 3
3044 50 2
4564 6 s
65 and older 7 s
2002 Frequently (%) Rarcly (%)
1829 19 2
3044 2 ”
4564 W 1
65 and older 5 s

‘Soure: Mrin Wasesbers, 01 “The Changing Prsideotl M Eeonens” Presdncil
Stuis Quartery 53155772, Originly sk o th 1974 Nsons o Study 1 the
2002 e s Vi Sy

One of the most important way' the news media influcnce politic is through agenda setting.
(@) Define policy agenda.
(b) Explain how the national news media engage in agenda seting.

(€) Explain the primary reason the president tends to have an advantage over Congress in gaining media
attention.

(@) Consider the table above.
+ Describe the difference i the viewing patterns of older and younger age-groups.
+ Describe the change from 1974 to 2002 in viewing habits that exists for all age categories.

(©) Given the information in the table, describe one implication for presidents in their use of the media to
promote their politcal and policy objectives to the American public.




2008 #2

[image: image2.png]A number of factors enable presidents to exert influence over Congress in the area of domestic policy. However,
presidents are also limited in their influence over domestic policymaking in Congress.

(2) The Constitution grants the president certain enumerated powers. Describe two of these formal powers
that enable the president to exert influence over domestic policy.

(b) Choose two of the following. Define each term and explain how each limits the president’s ability
to influence domestic policymaking in Congress.

« mandatory spending
o party polarization
o lame-duck period




2003 #1
[image: image3.png]Presidential approval ratings fluctuate over the course of each presidential administration.
(2) Identify two factors that decrease presidential approval ratings, and explain why each factor has that effect.
(b) Identify two factors that increase presidential approval ratings, and explain why each factor has that effect.




According to the Constitution, a government official can be impeached for “high crimes and misdemeanors.”
A. Define impeachment.

B. Explain the process for impeaching a president.

C. Explain the process for removing a president from office. 

D. Identify two provisions of the Constitution that provide for a procedure to replace an impeached (or deceased or resigned) president.

Per the Constitution’s checks and balances, passing legislation requires the involvement of both the Legislative and Executive branches. During the “honeymoon period”, compromise and working together may be more likely to occur. Sometimes, however, especially towards the end of a president’s term, these two policymaking bodies are less willing to compromise with each other.

A. Discuss the trend that generally occurs in a president’s approval ratings over time.

B. Explain how the trend in (A) plays a role in the president’s success in working with Congress. 

C. Describe a possible alternative to working directly with Congress that presidents can employ in trying to achieve their legislative aims.

D. Explain two possible consequences if the president employs the strategy you identified in (C).

Conflicts between Congress and the President over war powers have their origin in the United States Constitution. In 1973 Congress passed the War Powers Resolution in an attempt to clarify the balance of powers between the two branches of government.

A. Describe the primary constitutional conflict between Congress and the President over the decision to go to war.

B. Describe two provisions of the War Powers Resolution that were designed to limit the President’s power over war making.

C. Identify one action the president can take without Congress when it comes to foreign affairs.

D. If the president chooses to act on foreign policy without involving Congress, explain one possible consequence.
Ch. 15 – Bureaucracy

Crash Course Correlation: Ch. 12
Ch. 15 Mastery Questions

1. What does the bureaucracy do? What allows it to constitutionally exist? (Include the terms: Executive Order, legislation, judicial rulings, implementation, and “take care that the laws be faithfully executed.”)
2. What are the different theories or opinions people have about the bureaucracy? What, in actuality, is true of the bureaucracy? (Include the terms: administrative discretion, red tape, street level bureaucrats, Standard Operating Procedures, etc)
3. Explain how people used to get civil service jobs. What happened in the 19th century to reform the civil service system? Now, how do people usually get civil service jobs? How is their pay determined? (Include the terms: patronage, Pendleton Civil Service Act, OPM (Office of Personnel Management, merit system, GS rating, Senior Executive Service, etc)
	How it was done prior to late 19th c. reforms: 
	How it is done now:

	
	


4. Define the following elements of the bureaucracy and provide examples of each.

	Type
	Define
	Examples

	Cabinet Departments
	
	Justice Dept.
State Dept.

Energy Dept.
Defense Dept.

	Independent Regulatory Commissions
	
	FDA

	Government Corporations
	
	USPS (Postal Service)

	Independent Executive Agencies
	
	NASA


5. Explain the role of the bureaucracy in policy implementation and interpretation.
6. The Voting Rights Act of 1965 is an example of a piece of policy that was implemented successfully. What allowed it to be carried out effectively?

7. In contrast, what can lead to a policy not being carried out effectively (i.e. Title IX of the Education Act of 1972)?
8. The bureaucracy began acting officially as a regulator with the creation of the ICC (Interstate Commerce Commission) in 1877. The ICC was designed to regulate the railroad industry. How do various bureaucratic agencies act as regulators today? Identify some bureaucratic agencies specifically involved in regulation.

9. How did the outcome of the Munn v. Illinois (1877) case increase government regulation?

10. When it comes to regulation, the legislature and bureaucracy can introduce and implement a command and control policy or an incentive system. Contrast the differences between the two, noting advantages and disadvantages of each. 
11. Explain the idea of deregulation and how this would affect the bureaucracy.

12. How is the bureaucracy controlled or checked by the president?

13. How is the bureaucracy controlled or checked by the legislative branch?

14. What role do bureaucratic agencies play in iron triangles or issue networks?

15. What does it mean when someone acts as a whistleblower within an industry?
Hippocampus.org Video Notes
Ch. 15 – The Bureaucracy

	Perceptions of the Bureaucracy
	

	Bureaucratic (Civil Service) Reform
	

	The Origin of the Cabinet
	

	The Modern Cabinet
	

	The Cabinet in Practice
	

	Regulatory Agencies
	

	Government Corporations
	

	Legislative and Executive Constraints
	

	Congressional and Judicial Restraints 
	


Unit 5 FRQs
2010 #2

The federal bureaucracy as part of the executive branch exercises substantial independence in implementing governmental policies and programs. Most workers in the federal bureaucracy are civil-service employees who are organized under a merit system.

(a) Describe one key characteristic of the merit system. 

(b) For each of the following, describe one factor that contributes to bureaucratic independence.

The structure of the federal bureaucracy

The complexity of public policy problems 

(c) For each of the following, explain one Constitutional provision that it can use to check the bureaucracy.

Congress 
The courts   
- Interest groups
2006 #3

[image: image4.png]‘The United States Congress and the President together have the power to enact federal law. Federal bureaucratic

agencies have the responsibility to execute federal law. However, in the carrying out of these laws, federal
agencies have policy-making discretion.

(2) Explain two reasons why Congress gives federal agencies policy-making discretion in executing
federal laws.

(b) Choose one of the bureaucratic agencies listed below. Identify the policy area over which it exercises
policy-making discretion AND give one specific example of how it exercises that discretion.
Environmental Protection Agency (EPA)
Federal Communications Commission (FCC)
Federal Reserve Board

(¢) Describe two ways in which Congress ensures that federal agencies follow legislative intent.




2003 #3
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Using the data in the graph above and your knowledge of United States politics, perform the following tasks.

(a) Identify two trends shown in the graph.

(b) Explain how each of the following contributes to the difference between the federal and the state and local
lines in the graph.

« Block grants
« Federal mandates




