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AP Government – Unit 7 (Ch. 17-21) Study Guide

5-15% of course material and May 14, 2013 AP Exam
 Key Terms, Mastery Questions, and Practice FRQs

Due on Tuesday, April 2nd

Tues, April 2nd: Unit 7 Exam (60 MC and 2 FRQs). 

*****Will also include COURT CASES from blue graphic organizer packet!*****

Regarding Unit 7 material, from College Board:

[image: image1.png]Public policy is the result of interactions and dynamics among actors, interests,
institutions, and processes. The formation of policy agendas, the enactment of public
policies by Congress and the president, and the implementation and interpretation of
policies by the bureaucracy and the courts are all stages in the policy process with
‘which students should be familiar. Students should also investigate policy networks
and issue networks in the domestic and foreign policy areas. The study of these will
give students a clear understanding of the impact of federalism, interest groups,
parties, and elections on policy processes and policymaking in the federal context.
Students should be familiar with major public policies.




Pinnacle Objectives for Unit 7:

[image: image2.png]V.A.1. The student is able to investigate policy making in a federal system.
V.A.10. The student is able to articulate the linkages between the policy process and policy networks

V.A.2. The student is able to analyze and delineate the formation of policy agendas.

V.A.3. The student is able to explain the role of institutions in the enactment of policy.

V.A.4. The student is able to understand the role of the bureaucracy and the courts in policy implementation and interpretation.
V.A5. The student is able to articulate the linkages between the policy process and poltical institutions.

V.A6. The student is able to articulate the linkages between the policy process and political parties

V.A.7. The student is able to articulate the linkages between the policy process and interest groups

V.A.8. The student is able to articulate the linkages between the policy process and public opinion

V.A.9. The student is able to articulate the linkages between the policy process and elections.




Crash Course Correlations:

Pages: ___________________________________________________

5 Steps to a 5 Correlation:

Ch. ____

Ch. 17: Economic Policymaking

Ch. 17 Quia.com Quiz: http://www.quia.com/quiz/4160049.html
Ch. 17 Key Terms: (See Quia Activity)

Ch. 17 Mastery Questions: Economic Policymaking

1. Explain the following tax systems:

· Regressive

· Proportional

· Progressive (our income tax system)

2. What is the relationship between politics and the economy?  What are the instruments and programs that policymakers use to affect the state of the economy? Be sure to consider fiscal policy such as taxation and spending, and also regulation, and monetary policy.  

3. What are the major issues and policy directions that have been pursued in the areas of business, consumerism, and labor policies?  
4. How does public policy affect income and prosperity in the United States?  
5. How does the state of the economy (unemployment, inflation, etc.) affect elections?

6. Explain the differences between the two following fiscal policies: Keynesian Economics and Supply-side Economics. Also, which party would support each policy and why?

Ch. 17 FRQ: Economic Policymaking

Fiscal policy and monetary policy are two tools used by the federal government to influence the United States economy. The executive and legislative branches share the responsibility of setting fiscal policy. The Federal Reserve Board has the primary role of setting monetary policy.

2008 #3

(a) Define fiscal policy.

(b) Describe one significant way the executive branch influences fiscal policy.

(c) Describe one significant way the legislative branch influences fiscal policy.

(d) Define monetary policy.

(e) Explain two reasons why the Federal Reserve Board is given independence in establishing monetary policy.
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Ch. 18: Social Welfare Policymaking

Ch. 18 Quia.com Quiz: http://www.quia.com/quiz/4160053.html
Ch. 18 Key Terms: (See Quia Activity)

Ch. 18 Mastery Questions: Social Welfare Policymaking

	1. How is Social Security funded?
2. What is the largest federal government expenditure?
3. What does it mean to have a “means test” for a program?



	4. What is the political difference between programs like Social Security or Medicare and Aid to Families with Dependent Children that make the latter easier to reform?



	5. How do the distinctive factors of social welfare programs in the U.S. affect the programs that we have developed? What are the concerns that these programs are raising, particularly when considering our future?



	6. What are the three possible solutions for reforming Social Security?



	7. What are the problems with Medicare and what are the possible solutions?




8. How was welfare (AFDC) reformed in 1996?  Why was it possible to pass this reform?

Ch. 18 FRQs: Social Welfare Policymaking

2006 #2
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2. In recent decades, entitlement programs have constituted a substantial portion of the United States federal
budget. Social Security is the largest entitlement program in the United States. From the information in the
chart above and your knowledge of United States government and politics, perform the following tasks.

(2) Define entitlement program.

(b) What s the primary source of revenue for the Social Security program?

(¢) Identify one threat to the future of the Social Security program should the trends depicted
in the chart above continue.

(d) Describe one demographic trend that threatens the future of the Social Security program AND
explain how it is responsible for the threat that you identified in (c).

(¢) Explain how any one of the trends in the chart above would change if the age of eligibility for
Social Security were raised.
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Using the information in the figure above and your knowledge of United States politics, complete the following
tasks.

(a) Describe what the figure above demonstrates about the distribution of government benefits over time.

(b) Identify two politically relevant factors that have affected the changing distribution of government benefits
between children and the elderly.

(c) Explain how each of the two factors identified in (b) has affected the changing distribution of government
‘benefits.
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a. Identify two trends shown in the graph

b. Define entitlement spending.

c. Define discretionary spending.

d. Explain how the following contribute to the difference between the entitlement spending bars and the discretionary spending bars:

· Interest groups

· Congress
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Ch. 19: Healthcare and the Environment

Ch. 19 Quia.com Quiz: http://www.quia.com/quiz/4161295.html
Ch. 19 Key Terms (See Quia Activity)

Ch. 19 Mastery Questions

1. What is the nature of health care and health care policy in the United States? 

2. What are the issues surrounding the environment and the policies currently established? Give specific examples from the text and in-class presentation.

3. What is the relationship between health, environmental policy, and the scope of government?  

Ch. 20: National Security Policymaking

Ch. 20 Quia.com Quiz: http://www.quia.com/quiz/4161701.html
Ch. 20 Key Terms (See Quia Activity)

Ch. 20 Mastery Questions: National Security Policymaking 

1. Who are the many actors involved in making and shaping American foreign policy? What roles do each play? What are the politics of defense policy and spending?  

2. How did September 11th pave the way for the passing of the Patriot Act (2001)?

Unit 7 Review Mastery Questions

1. What is the role of the bureaucracy in implementing public policy? Provide specific examples.

2. How does federalism affect the creation and implementation of public policy? Provide specific examples.

3. What roles do linkage institutions play in the creation of public policy? (Be sure to be specific by including the media, political parties, elections, and interest groups)

4. How do iron triangles and issue networks influence public policy? Be sure you know the distinction between the two. 

5. What is the purpose/goal of affirmative action programs?

6. List the names and explain the outcomes of two Supreme Court cases which dealt with the issue of affirmative action.

Unit 7 Review FRQs

The United States Congress and the President together have the power to enact federal law. Federal bureaucratic agencies have the power to execute federal law. However, in the carrying out of these laws, federal agencies have policy-making discretion.

A) Explain two reasons why Congress gives federal agencies policy-making discretion in executing federal laws.

B) Choose one of the bureaucratic agencies listed below. Explain the policy area over which it exercises policy-making discretion AND give one example of how it exercises that discretion.

a. EPA

b. FCC

c. Federal Reserve Board

C) Describe two ways in which Congress ensures that federal agencies follow legislative intent.
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The power of the federal government relative to the power of the states has increased since the ratification of the Constitution.

A. Describe two of the following provisions of the Constitution and explain how each has been used over time to expand federal power.

· the power to tax and spend 

· the necessary and proper or elastic clause 

· the commerce clause

B. Explain how two of the following has increased the power of the federal government relative to that of state governments.

· Americans with Disabilities Act (1990)

· Civil Rights Act of 1964

· Clean Air Act
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Unit 7 Review MC Quia.com Quiz (This is DUE FOR PINNACLE POINTS on Tuesday, April 2nd – the day of your exam) http://www.quia.com/quiz/4147381.html
Need to brush up on your SCOTUS court cases for the exam? Use your blue court cases graphic organizer and check out these Quia.com quizzes:

http://www.quia.com/quiz/3090193.html
http://www.quia.com/quiz/3701103.html
