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AP Gov - Ch. 6 – Options Project

Political Socialization, Ideology, 

And/or Public Opinion
Due Friday, Sept. 20th
Option 1 (individual): Type a 2-3 page double-spaced analysis of the ways in which you have experienced political socialization. Include the following:

· Examine your family experiences and conversations, media exposure, and educational experiences.  You may even want to interview family members to understand the political views of your parents in order to understand how they may have influenced you. 
· How have these agents of socialization – family, media, and schools - influenced your political ideology today? Provide specific examples.
Option 2 (individual) : Create a large visual collage (at least 16”x20” using your own drawings, magazine cut outs, internet printouts, etc) that clearly demonstrates your own political ideology. 
· Include your position on at least 8 different public policy issues. Some examples of policy issues: 
size of government, social welfare programs, immigration policy, environmental policy, gay rights, federal government involvement in education, military spending, US foreign involvement, etc. 
· Label your position on each issue as either: liberal, conservative, or moderate. Add words or explanations to images if necessary so that viewer may clearly understand your positions. 

· On the back, attach a 1-2 page essay explaining the political socialization and aspects of your life that influenced your beliefs about these issues.
Option 3 (with up to 2 partners): Create and administer your own public opinion poll. Detailed instructions are on the back.  (
Instructions for Option 3: Small Group Polling Project

PLEASE NOTE THAT YOU MUST FILL OUT STEPS 1-5 AND GET YOUR PROJECT APPROVED BY MRS. TSAI BEFORE POLLING ANYONE.

1. You will work with 1-2 partners to decide what the topic of your public opinion poll will be. It must poll people on their political beliefs and/or the ways in which they have been informed/socialized to believe the things they believe.
What is your chosen topic? _____________________________________________________________
2. What is the population that you are measuring? (Be specific. Are you measuring public opinion at ESAT, in Glendale, in your neighborhood, in Los Angeles, etc?) ____________________________________
Describe the demographics of the population you are measuring: _____________________________________________________________________________________________________________
3. What will your sample size be? (Must be a minimum of 10 people. Choose people of different races, ethnicities, neighborhoods, religions, genders and ages to try to get as wide a sample as possible and one that will represent the population you are measuring. This will ensure a lower sampling error.) _________________________
4. Create your 5-10 poll questions on a separate sheet of paper. Make sure they are simple and easy to understand. You will use an agreement scale for the poll responses. 

Agreement Scale Sample: Please respond to the following questions using a scale of 1 to 5.  
1= strongly disagree  
2= disagree  
3= neither agree nor disagree (this is your “don’t know”)  
4= agree  
5= strongly agree.
5. Conduct your poll outside of class using either the person-to-person, phone, or email method of sampling.  What will be your method? ____________________________________
6. You and your partner(s) will submit (together) a 2.5-3 page double-spaced typed reflection discussing:  
a) the process of creating the polling questions
b) the process of administering the poll and sampling methods
c) the results of the poll in written and graph/chart form

d) any surprising outcomes in the poll

e) personal reflections on the polling process, problems with questions or sampling, biases, possible errors or areas for improvement of your poll, or how your poll results are similar to or differ from what you’ve read in your text or discussed in class.
f) A general analysis of use of public opinion polls in society. What are the benefits? Are they an accurate measure of public opinion? What can and should they be used for? Should there be limits on who can conduct and/or publish them?
KEEP ALL POLLING RECORDS TO SUBMIT ALONG WITH YOUR WRITTEN REFLECTION

