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AP Government – Unit 1 (Ch. 1, 2, and 3) Study Guide

5–15% of course material and May 13, 2014 AP Exam
 Hippocampus, Mastery Questions, and Practice FRQs

Due on day of Unit 1 Exam: Wed. Sept. 4th, 2013

Regarding Unit 1 material, from College Board course description:
The study of modern politics in the United States requires students to examine the kind of government established by the Constitution, paying particular attention to federalism, the separation of powers, and checks and balances. Understanding these developments involves both knowledge of the historical situation at the time of the Constitutional Convention and an awareness of the ideological and philosophical traditions on which the framers drew. Such understanding addresses specific concerns of the framers: for example, why did Madison fear factions? What were the reasons for the swift adoption of the Bill of Rights? Familiarity with the United States Supreme Court’s interpretation of key provisions of the Constitution will aid student understanding of theoretical and practical features of federalism, separation of powers, and checks and balances. Students should be familiar with a variety of theoretical perspectives relating to the Constitution, such as democratic theory, theories of republican government, pluralism, and elitism.

Pinnacle Objective to be Addressed in Unit 1:

I. Constitutional Underpinnings of United States Government

A. Various historical and philosophical considerations influenced the formulation and adoption of the Constitution.

1. The student is able to evaluate historical considerations, philosophical arguments regarding the rule of law, structure of government, and fundamental rights of man.

B. The founders included a system of separation of powers to limit the power of the federal government

1. The student is able to identify and explain specific provisions of the Constitution that enable each branch to limit the powers of the others.

C. The federal system was intended to balance power between the federal government and the states.

1. The student is able to explain the federal system and the expansion of federal supremacy over state and local governments.

D. Various theories of democratic government seek to explain the policymaking process.

1. The student is able to evaluate the validity of various theories of democratic government and apply to specific case studies.

 Ch. 1 Hippocampus and Mastery Questions: Introducing Government in America
	Video
	Notes

	The Nature of Governments


	1. What basic functions do most governments serve?
2. What are the differences between direct and indirect democracy? 

Direct democracy

Indirect democracy (aka republic)

What is the role of representatives in this type of democracy?

3. Which type of democracy do we have? Explain why it is necessary for us to have this type of democracy.



	Theories of Democracy
	4. Describe the traditional theory of democracy.
5. Explain each of the modern theories of democracy discussed in your text and Hippocampus.

Pluralist Theory
Elite Theory
Hyperpluralist Theory
6. Political scientists who view the American political system as ineffective and mired by policy gridlock would most likely support which of the above theories?

7. Discuss which theory above you think best describes America today. Explain why.



	The Policymaking Cycle

	8. Despite the relatively large scope of our government, the structure of our policymaking system tells us that the creation of policy begins and ends with the people.  Create a diagram using key terms to demonstrate this. Provide examples of linkage institutions and policymaking institutions within your diagram.



9. What was the purpose of the “State of Nature” activity? What did John Locke say about the State of Nature?
10. What is the difference between government and politics?

11.  List and define the characteristics of American democracy/political culture. (Use relevant Ch. 1 vocabulary.)
12. List 4 examples of public goods.

13. What does the GDP measure?

14. In what ways has the political participation of single-issue groups either hindered or helped the general public? Provide specific examples from your text or research. 
15. Extended response required: In a democracy like the U.S., is it possible to strike a balance between honoring majority rule and protecting minority rights? In what ways do we protect each? Can you think of an example from the past or present where one or each has been violated by the other? Explain.

Ch. 2 Hippocampus and Mastery Questions: The Constitution
	Video
	Notes

	The Articles of Confederation
	1. List some of the powers held by the central government in the Articles of Confederation.

2. Describe some of the weaknesses of the Articles of Confederation. What powers was the government lacking that proved to be problematic?
3. How did Shays’ Rebellion show some of the weaknesses of the Articles of Confederation? Which specific weakness did the situation point out?


	The US Constitution
	4. What was the purpose of the Philadelphia Convention? Describe those in attendance.
5. What were the compromises that the founders had to make at the Constitutional Convention in 1787? (Use relevant Ch. 2 vocabulary.) 

Issue

Compromise

6. What were the founding fathers trying to achieve (or prevent) in framing our government?

7. How did further factions form as a result of the creation of the Constitution?


	Constitutional Principles
	8. 
Constitutional Principle

Define in your own words or draw a diagram

Give an example

Popular sovereignty

Checks and balances

Separation of powers

Limited government

9. Explain the emergence of judicial review through the Marbury v. Madison case. How did the case decision strengthen the federal government, more specifically the judicial branch? 



	Structure of the Constitution
	10. Using your mini Constitution, describe the main topic of each article of the Constitution. Using Hippocampus, fill in the details about each of the key terms.
Art.I: _____________________
bicameral legislature (incl. Madison’s argument from Fed. 51)

implied powers

writ of habeus corpus

bills of attainder

ex post facto

Art. II: ____________________
Why did the framers create the Electoral College?
Art. III: ___________________
Art. IV: ___________________
Full faith and credit
Art. V:____________________
What are the formal methods for amending the Constitution?  

Proposal Methods

Ratification Methods

1)

1)

2)

2)

Art. VI: ___________________
Supremacy clause

Art. VII:___________________
How many of the 13 states needed to ratify the new Constitution? 


	The Purpose and Intent of the Founders
	11. In the debates over the ratification of the Constitution that occurred between 1787 and 1789, what did the Federalists and the Anti-Federalists want and also fear? 

Group

Wants

Fears

Federalists

Anti-Federalists

12. Describe how the following court cases shaped how the Bill of Rights affected the states:



- Barron v. Baltimore (1833): 




- Gitlow v. New York (1925):  



	The Bill of Rights
	13. Why were the Bill of Rights added to the Constitution?
1st amendment

Establishment clause

Free exercise clause
2nd amendment

3rd amendment
4th amendment
5th amendment
6th amendment
7th amendment
8th amendment
9th  amendment
10th amendment


	Amending After the Bill of Rights
	14. Categorize amendments 11-27. There will be some overlap as some amendments fall under multiple categories: 

Which amendments affect suffrage (the right to vote)?
Which amendments impact elections?
Which amendments impact the Executive Branch?
Which amendments impact the Legislative Branch?
Which amendment allowed the government to collect what is now its #1 source of revenue?




15. The Founding Fathers believed that it is in our human nature to pursue our own self-interest.  Does the Constitution reflect this belief?  Justify your answer with specific references. 
16. The ideas of natural rights and consent of the governed are contained within the Declaration of Independence. How were these ideas supported by the Constitution in the past? In contrast, how are they evident in present times?
17. In Federalist 51, James Madison argues that “If men were angels, no government would be necessary.” Argue in favor of or against Madison using examples from the text, class activities and simulations, and your prior knowledge of governments around the world and throughout history. 

18. James Madison is known as the “father of the U.S. Constitution.” What are the elements of the Madisonian Model found in our government structure?

19. What are the informal ways that the meaning of the Constitution can be changed?  Give examples. 
	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	


20. Explain the history of the Equal Rights Amendment. Also, what was the supermajority ratio of states that the ERA needed to ratify it in the 1970s?
Ch. 3 Hippocampus and Mastery Questions: Federalism
	Video
	Notes

	Defining Federalism


	1. What is federalism?
2. Why did the framers of the Constitution feel that dividing power among different levels of government was necessary? (Think about Madison’s arguments.)
3. How does federalism differ from a unitary government?
4. How does federalism decentralize our politics and policies?


	Separation of National and State Governments
	5. 
Constitutional Powers

Define in your own words

Provide two examples

Enumerated Powers

Implied Powers

Inherent Powers

Reserved Powers

Concurrent Powers



	Cooperative Federalism
	6. When and why did cooperative federalism develop in the US?
7. How did cooperative federalism represent a shift in intergovernmental relations from the previous dual federalism?
8. What kind of cake best represents cooperate federalism?


	Fiscal Federalism


	9. How does fiscal federalism demonstrate intergovernmental relations?



10. The word federalism does not appear in our Constitution. How do the Supremacy Clause and 10th amendment found in the Constitution lay the foundations for our system of federalism? 
	What does it say?
	What does it mean for our federal system?

	Supremacy Clause


	

	10th Amendment


	


11. What are the historical events and court cases which have led to increased supremacy of the national government? 
-

-

-

-

12. Under our system of federalism, the states have certain obligations towards each other. List and describe these obligations.
	
	

	
	

	
	


13. Explain the evolution of federalism in the United States.  Be sure to include a discussion of dual federalism, cooperative federalism, the “devolution revolution” (aka. “New Federalism”). Provide specific examples to support your answer. 
14. List and describe the different types of grants-in-aid that are issued by the national government to the states as part of fiscal federalism.
	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	


15. What are mandates and how do they complicate the relationship between the state and national levels of government? (Be sure to give specific examples and discuss unfunded mandates, including the attempt to restrict them through the Unfunded Mandate Reform Act.)

16. What are the advantages and disadvantages of federalism? (Provide specific examples from the notes, articles we read, or short documentaries we watched.)
	Advantages of Federalism
	Disadvantages of Federalism

	
	


17. Provide examples of police powers that are left to the states in our system on federalism.
Ch. 3 Study FRQs 

2003 #3
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. Using the data in the graph above and your knowledge of United States politics, perform the following tasks.
(a) Identify two trends shown in the graph.
(b) Explain how each of the following contributes to the difference between the federal and the state and local
lines in the graph.

« Block grants
« Federal mandates




2005 #2
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() Describe two of the following provisions of the Constitution and explain how each has been used over time
to expand federal power.
o The power to tax and spend
o The “necessary and proper” or “elastic” clause
o The commerce clause

(b) Explain how one of the following has increased the power of the federal government relative to the power of
state governments.
o Americans with Disabilities Act
o Civil Rights Act of 1964
o Clean Air Act




2007 #4
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(2) Define federalism.

(b) Select two of the following and explain how each has been used to increase the power of the federal
government relative to the states.

« Categorical grants
« Federal mandates
« Selective incorporation

(¢) Select two of the following and explain how each has been used to increase the power of the states relative
to the federal government.

 Welfare Reform Act of 1996
« Block grants
« Tenth Amendment




