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AP Government – Unit 4 (Ch. 16, 4, and 5) Study Guide

15-30% of course material and May 13, 2014 AP Exam
 Mastery Questions, Hippocampus, and Practice FRQs

Due on Tuesday, December 3, 2013
Regarding Unit 4 material, from College Board:

“Students must become familiar with the organization and powers, both formal and informal, of the major political institutions in the United States: the Congress, the presidency, the bureaucracy, and the federal courts. Students should understand that these are separate institutions sharing powers and the implications of that arrangement. The functions these institutions perform and do not perform, as well as the powers that they do and do not possess, are important. Students are also expected to understand ties between the various branches of national government and political parties, interest groups, the media, and state and local governments.
An understanding of United States politics includes the study of the development of individual rights and liberties and their impact on citizens. Basic to this study is an analysis of the workings of the United States Supreme Court and familiarity with its most significant decisions. Students should examine judicial interpretations of various civil rights and liberties such as freedom of speech, assembly, and expression; the rights of the accused; and the rights of minority groups and women. For example, students should understand the legal, social, and political evolution following the Supreme Court’s decisions regarding racial segregation. Students should also be aware of how the Fourteenth Amendment and the doctrine of selective incorporation have been used to extend protection of rights and liberties. Finally, it is important that students be able to assess the strengths and weaknesses of Supreme Court decisions as tools of social change.”
Pinnacle Objectives for Unit 4:
(see back of Unit 4 Portfolio Sheet)
Chapter 16
Crash Course Correlation: Ch. 13
Ch. 16 Mastery Questions

1. What were Hamilton’s main arguments in Federalist 78?
2. What are the differences between original, appellate, and concurrent jurisdiction?
3. How does a case get to the SCOTUS (Supreme Court of the United States)? (Include the rule of 4, writ of certiorari, brief, the differences between original jurisdiction cases and the journey for appellate cases as well as the difference between a case that originates in a state and one that originates in the federal government.)
4. What percentage of cases submitted to the Supreme Court actually make it on to the court’s docket? Which types of cases are most frequently heard by the SCOTUS?
5. When the court makes a ruling on a case based on a majority vote of at least 5 out of 9, the Justices in the case write up an explanation (unless it is a rare per curiam decision) so that the case decision can be understood and applied to other lower courts and future cases. Define each of the types of “opinions” the court releases.

Majority opinion and concurring opinion vs. dissenting opinion
6. Define the following terms to describe what has happened to a law or decision after the court has ruled:
Upheld

Overturned

Stare decisis
Setting a new precedent
7. Who decides on the size of the Supreme Court and the number of courts in the federal judiciary? What kind of leverage or check does this give the _____________  over the Judiciary and the Executive?

8. What is meant by the statement, “The Supreme Court tries to rule on legal questions and often avoids political questions.”?
9. Many people have argued that the War Powers Act/Resolution is unconstitutional. Why hasn’t the SCOTUS struck it down?
10. Many political scientists have characterized the Supreme Court as “passive” in its ability to take cases and “weak” in its ability to implement/enforce case decisions. Using the following, support the characterizations that the court is indeed weak and passive.
- Alexander Hamilton’s Federalist 78
- “John Marshall made his decision; now let him enforce it.” – Andrew Jackson

- The Little Rock Nine incident three years after the Brown v. Board (1954) ruling declared school segregation to be unconstitutional.

11. In contrast to the above, some argue the court exercises significant power, especially when engaging in statutory construction because laws or the Constitution itself are too vague. Provide at least two arguments that support the notion that the Supreme Court is powerful because of its discretionary authority.

12. Explain the court’s constitutional checks on Executive Branch (consider Marbury v. Madison, US v. Nixon, etc).

13. Explain the constitutional checks the Executive Branch has on the courts.

14. Explain the court’s constitutional checks on Legislative Branch.

 15. List and explain two of the constitutional checks that the Legislative Branch has on the courts.
16. What are the roles of the Attorney General and Solicitor General (4 main functions) in the Justice Department of the President’s Cabinet?
17. Assess the strengths and weaknesses of Supreme Court decisions as “tools of social change.” (Consider the roles of judicial philosophies of judicial review, judicial restraint, judicial activism, original intent (strict construction), and loose construction in your argument. 
18. How democratic is the federal judiciary? Consider: 1) the demographics and backgrounds of those who are primarily chosen for the bench (Is there descriptive representation or substantive?) as well as 2) the process of selection and 3) term lengths for judges. 
19. How has judicial power expanded over time? (consider Marbury v. Madison, loose construction, etc)
20. How has judicial power served to increase or decrease the power of the other policymaking branches?
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Ch. 16 - The Judiciary

	Constitutional and Legislative Courts



	The United States Supreme Court



	John Marshall and Roger Taney

(Including Marbury v. Madison and judicial review and Judiciary Act of 1789 and McCulloch v. Maryland and Gibbons v. Ogden)

What was the impact of the early 19th c. Marshall court on the scope of power of the federal government?


	Earl Warren



	Warren Burger



	Judicial Activism and Restraint

	Judicial Review and Construction

	The Selection Process

	(Who are the major players in influencing nominations and confirmations of federal judges and justices? How does the process vary in the lower federal courts where senatorial courtesy plays a role?)
The Confirmation Process




Ch. 16 FRQs
College Board released question 2005 #1
[image: image1.png]‘The judicial branch is designed to be more independent of public opinion than are the legislature or the

exccutive. Yet, the United States Supreme Court rarely deviates too far for too long from prevalent public
opinion.

() Describe two ways in which the United States Supreme Court is insulated from public opinion.

(b) Explain how two factors work to keep the United States Supreme Court from deviating too far from
public opinion.




College Board released question 2011 #1

[image: image2.png]‘The United States Supreme Court receives many appeals, but it hears and rules on a small percentage of cases
cach year. Numerous factors influence the actions of the Court, both in deciding to hear a case and in the
decisions it hands down.

a. Define judicial review.
b. Explain how judicial review empowers the Supreme Court within the system of checks and balances.
Describe the process through which the Court grants a writ of certiorari.

Explain how each of the following influences decisions made by individual justices when deciding cases
heard by the Court.

[

*  Stare decisis

* Judicial activism




College Board released question 2012 #3

[image: image3.png]‘The judicial branch is often assumed to be insulated from politics. However, politics affects many aspects of the
judiciary.
(2) Describe two political factors that affect presidents’ decisions to appoint members of the federal judiciary.

(b) Identify two political factors that affect the confirmation process of a president’s nominees and explain how
cach factor complicates a confirmation.

(¢) Explain how one legislative power serves as a check on court decisions.

(d) Explain how one executive power serves as a check on court decisions.




Art. III of the Constitution established a Judicial Branch with one Supreme Court and lower federal courts which could be established by Congress. 

A. Explain 3 different types of courts in the Federal Judiciary. Be sure to say how/when they were created, what type of jurisdiction they have, how cases come to them, how many there are, etc.

a. Supreme Court

b. Courts of Appeal

c. Federal District Courts

B. Describe the role of judges and justices in the judicial process. Be sure to differentiate between the roles of judges/justices in different types of courts.
C. Explain how the Supreme Court affects the scope of government, including a discussion of the role of the courts in shaping the policy agenda in America.

Chapter 4

Crash Course Correlation: 15
Ch. 4 Mastery Question
1. What is the difference between civil liberties and civil rights? Who is being protected from whom?
2. List the categories under which the Supreme Court may classify “speech.”  Explain the distinction between “protected” and “unprotected” speech and name the various forms of expression that are not protected under the First Amendment.

3. Explain the key differences between the 5th and 14th amendments.

4. Explain the various clauses of the 14th amendment.
· equal protection clause
· due process clause
· procedural due process

· substantive due process

· citizenship clause

· privileges and immunities clause (incl. its late 19th c. demise in the Slaughterhouse cases)
5. In addition to protecting defendants’ from self-incrimination, what are the other parts of the 5th amendment? (incl. double jeopardy and eminent domain)
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Ch. 4 Civil Liberties: The Bill of Rights Today

	Unalienable Rights

	Selective Incorporation

	· 14th amendment
· due process clause

· Barron v. Baltimore

· Gitlow v. NY

How is selective incorporation (what we have done) different from total incorporation?
Wall of Separation

	The Establishment Clause in Court

	- Lemon test
Free Exercise of Religion

	The Free Exercise Clause in Court

	Significance of Free Speech

	(symbolic vs. commercial)
Rights and Limitations of Free Speech

	· libel
· slander

· Schenck v. US

· Miller v. CA
· obscenity

Free Press History

	- prior restraint
Rights and Limitations on Free Press

	Reasonable Searches and Seizures

	- probable cause
- search warrant

The Exclusionary Rule

	- Mapp v. Ohio
Self-incrimination

	- 5th amendment

- Miranda v. Arizona 
- plea bargain
Speedy and Public Trials

	The Right to Counsel

	· Gideon v. Wainwright 
Capital Punishment

· Eighth Amendment
· No “cruel and unusual punishment”




Ch. 4 FRQs

College Board released question 2005 #3

[image: image4.png]Initially, the United States Constitution did little to protect citizens from actions of the states. In the twentieth
century, the Supreme Court interpreted the Constitution to protect the rights of citizens from state governments
in a process referred to as incorporation.

() Define selective incorporation.

(b) For two of the following, explain how each has been incorporated. Each of your explanations must be based
on a specific and relevant Supreme Court decision.

* Rights of criminal defendants
« First Amendment

o Privacy rights




                       (For privacy rights, use Griswold v. Connecticut and Roe v. Wade)
College Board released question 2007 #2

[image: image5.png]The First Amendment includes two clauses relating to the freedom of religion.

(a) Select one of the following cases and identify the First Amendment clause upon which the United States
Supreme Court based its decision.

o Engel v. Vitale (school prayer)
o Lemon v. Kurtzman (state funding for private religious schools)

(b) Describe the Supreme Court’s decision in the case that you selected in (a).

(c) Select one of the following cases and identify the First Amendment clause upon which the Supreme Court
based its decision.

 Reynolds v. United States (polygamy)
© Oregon v. Smith (drug use in religious ceremonies)
(d) Describe the Supreme Court’s decision in the case that you selected in (¢).

(¢) Many of these decisions have caused controversy in the United States. Describe two ways in which other
political institutions might limit the impact of Supreme Court decisions.




Chapter 5

Crash Course Correlation: 16
Ch. 5 Mastery Questions

1. List and define the suffrage amendments:
2. Create a timeline of disenfranchisement and discrimination of African Americans from pre-Civil War leading up to the Civil Rights Movement using the following terms:

 Dred Scott v. Sandford          grandfather clause         Plessy v. Fergusson 
poll taxes (ended with 24th amendment)
         De jure segregation     Brown v. Board
De facto segregation

3. Explain the connection between Executive Order 9066 and the Korematsu v. US (1944) case.
4. Create a timeline of women’s rights from the mid-19th c. through the late 20th c. including details about the following:
Seneca Falls Convention      19th amendment       Equal Rights Amendment    Equal Pay Act

comparable worth      Betty Friedan   NOW     Reed v. Reed      Title IX of the Education Act of 1972

5. Explain the different levels of scrutiny (i.e. intermediate scrutiny, strict scrutiny)
used by the court. In which type of case is each level of scrutiny used?
6. Regarding age, sexual orientation, and public policy, does the Constitution address these issues blatantly?  Why or why not?   Why does it take policy and political changes so long to evolve? Is our government reactionary or proactive?
7. What is the difference between equal opportunity vs. equal results? Which of the two is a more accurate characterization of American political culture? 
8. What was the impact of the Americans with Disabilities Act? Contrast the impact on people with disabilities with the impact on state governments.
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Ch. 5 Civil Rights

	Civil War Amendments

	13th 
14th
15th 

The Civil Rights Movement

	· Civil Rights Act of 1964
· Voting Rights Act of 1965

The Truman Era

	The Eisenhower Era

	- Brown v. Board (overturned Plessy v. Ferguson) 
The Kennedy - Johnson Era

	Affirmative Action
Explain what is meant by "affirmative action"
· UC v. Bakke

· Adarand Constructors v. Pena




Ch. 5 FRQs

National laws often create tension between the national government and the state governments.  

A) Choose two of the laws listed below.  Explain how each of those two laws creates tension between the national government and the state governments.

· Voting Rights Act of 1965

· Title IX of the Education Act of 1972

· National Voter Registration Act (“Motor Voter Act”) of 1993

B) Describe two ways in which states can resist laws that have been passed by the national government.

C) Describe two ways in which Congress can force states to comply with laws passed by the national government.

College Board released question 2008 #4
The Fifteenth Amendment to the United States states, “The right of citizens of the United States to vote shall not be denied or abridged by the United States or by any State on account of race, color, or previous condition of servitude.” Despite the ratification of the 15th amendment in 1870, voter registration among African Americans remained low throughout the first half of the twentieth century. Over the past 50 years, civil rights have changed substantially, along with a significant increase in African American voter turnout.

A) Explain how two measures taken by some states prior to the 1960s may have affected voter turnout for African Americans.

B) Name two pieces of legislation that were passed in order to end the discriminatory practices that kept African Americans from voting.

C) Describe the effects that each of these policies had on African American voter turnout.

