AP GOV – Chapter 11 - Interest Group Research Project
Due Wed. 9/25 (Work time on Fri. 9/20 and Tues. 9/24) 
Names of 3-4 group members: _________________________________________________
Interest Group selected: ______________________________
Step 1: Research your interest group, including as much as possible of the following:
· Mission 

· What is the group's mission and what causes do its members support?
· Partisanship 

· Is it a partisan group? If so, with which party or ideology does the group associate or lean?
· Membership 

· How many actual group members do they have? How does actual group membership differ in size from its potential group?
· Are there dues? Donations? 
· Staff 

· What is the size of their staff? 
· What does the staff do?
· Activities 
· Lobbying: How much of their time is spent directly lobbying Congress or the bureaucratic agencies? Do they work with particular members of Congress or particular people in a government agency? 

· Litigation: Does the group engage in lawsuits, either as the plaintiff, defendant, or by submitting amicus curiae briefs?
· Electioneering: Does the group get involved in political campaigns by supporting candidates, promoting issues, donating money, etc.? Have they created or contributed to a Political Action Committee?
· Going Public or Grassroots Mobilization: Does the group involve the public in the issue by creating advertisements, promoting political involvement, etc.?
· Sources of Information on this group

· Do they have a website?

· Where are major offices located?

Step 2: Create either a poster, pamphlet, webpage, or technological presentation (Pwrpt, Prezi, etc) to present your findings in a 4-5 minute class presentation.
	Group Product
	Criteria for Success

	Std. IIIB1: The student is able to analyze the range of interests represented by interest groups and the activities of they take in advancing their political goals.


	


Options:

ACLU

Christian Coalition

AARP

NAACP
PETA
AFL-CIO

ABA – American Bar Association

AMA – American Medical Association

US Chamber of Commerce

NRA
Screen Actors Guild

American Farm Bureau

Common Cause

Green Peace

Sierra Club

National Wildlife Federation
