(MOCK) SCOTUS DOCKET
Tuesday, Jan. 1/28

US v. Windsor (2013)
(Challenge to the Defense of Marriage Act)

All students, regardless of role, should know the background of the US v. Windsor case and about the Defense of Marriage Act (1996) which is what is being challenged in this case. You should also research related issues and cases (i.e. Hollingsworth v. Perry, 2013) surrounding gay marriage and other gay rights. All students should absolutely bring written and/or printed documents to support their arguments.  Since both classes have chosen the same case, I encourage you to collaborate and share resources with each other. Just remember this is a performance assessment so I’ll be able to tell if you’ve done your homework (background research) on the case based on your interactions and contributions during our mock trial. Mini-Constitutions will come in handy on Tuesday!
Helpful sites (but feel free to use whatever resources you can find):

US v. Windsor background info and the ACTUAL AUDIO from the real SCOTUS case: http://www.oyez.org/cases/2010-2019/2012/2012_12_307
The Defense of Marriage Act http://www.gpo.gov/fdsys/pkg/BILLS-104hr3396enr/pdf/BILLS-104hr3396enr.pdf
US v. Windsor background http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_States_v._Windsor
5th Amendment http://www.law.cornell.edu/wex/fifth_amendment
14th Amendment http://www.law.cornell.edu/constitution/amendmentxiv
Obama’s stance 2 yrs before SCOTUS ruling http://www.huffingtonpost.com/2011/02/23/obama-doma-unconstitutional_n_827134.html
The actual majority opinion from the SCOTUS case http://www.supremecourt.gov/opinions/12pdf/12-307_6j37.pdf
DOMA post-US v. Windsor http://www.glaad.org/marriage/doma
More on DOMA post-US v. Windsor http://www.hrc.org/resources/entry/doma-get-the-facts
More on the SCOTUS’ real decision in US v. Windsor http://www.freedomtomarry.org/states/entry/c/doma
Roles and Responsibilities:

Justices (You will be allowed to interrupt the attorneys with questions and challenge them. After the oral arguments, you will meet with all Justices to decide the outcome and write the majority, concurring, and dissenting opinions):
Chief Justice John Roberts (Kevin, Angeline)

Associate Justice Antonin Scalia (Oscar, Ben)

Associate Justice Anthony M. Kennedy (Daniel, Gaby)

Associate Justice Clarence Thomas (Annie, Kiel)

Associate Justice Ruth Bader Ginsberg (Saide, Adriel)

Associate Justice Stephen Breyer (Robert, Lily)

Associate Justice Samuel Alito (JD, Gladis)

Associate Justice Sonia Sotomayor (Cecilia, Mariana)

Associate Justice Elena Kagan (Meeko, Miriam)

In addition to the actual role playing, you may be interviewed by the media and you must know who you are and what you stand for. 

If you are a Justice, you should also be familiar with: 
- your political ideology (liberal, conservative, moderate) and philosophies (activism, restraint, strict or loose constructionist, original intent, etc.)

- your personal background, education and judicial experience

- who nominated you and when

- your salary

- who else on the court aligns with your beliefs

- what laws, provisions of amendments, or previous cases could support your legal argument in the case

Attorneys (30 mins of presenting for each side. Have a lot of compelling legal arguments ready!):
Representing the US government (Tanisone and Brandon, Panha and Nate)
Representing Windsor (Adam and Saeed, Quijano and Leisli)
Interest Groups submitting Amicus Curiae briefs to influence the court to rule in favor of one side of the case (You should each draft a 1 page statement this weekend in which you pick one side of the case to argue in favor of and explain your legal reasoning for why. These will be submitted to the Justices on Tuesday after oral arguments):
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Denisse
Victoria
Emily S.

Yesenia

Stephanie

Argeniz
News media reporting on the court (You should know background info of case and Justices and will take notes during our mock trial and compose a written or video report on the trial):
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Monica

Danielle

Estelle 

(Anyone without a role on the above lists will have the choice between being an Interest Group member or a news media reporter)

I am SO EXCITED for this!!!
Feel free to dress the part. I will have some black Justice “robes” but printed face masks on popsicle sticks are always fun. Well dressed attorneys make the simulation all the more convincing!
